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Oh, That My Sin Were Gone! 


By T. O. Chisholm 


H, THAT my sin were gone! 
That I had never sinned ! 
That of this leaden load of guilt 
Some pow’r could make an end! 
Unfit to live, afraid to die, 
A wretched soul indeed am I! 


The law’s accusing words 
Strike terror to my heart. 
I own their condemnation just, 
With none to take my part. 
~ Qh, dreadful doom for such as I: 
‘The soul that sinneth, it shall die!’’ 


And is there no escape 
From this impending doom? 
No refuge where my feet may turn 
And ‘‘flee the wrath to come’’? 
Can God be just and justify 
A soul so deeply stained as I? 


But what is this I see? 
A veil is parted wide; 
A Man is dying on a cross 
For those who should have died; 
And, coming closer, strangely drawn, 
I look —and lo! my sin is gone! 


we 
Death’s Heartbreak and Joy 


Death brings heartbreak to those 
who are left, even when they are God’s 
children. For death is an enemy, not 
a friend—even though an enemy con- 
quered by Christ. A Christian man 
wrote recently in a personal letter to 


a Christian friend whose loved wife had 
been taken,from him: “As we grow 
older, I find that these separations from 
our loved ones, even while we know 
they are only temporary, and we know 
of the unspeakable bliss that has come 
to them, grow harder and harder. Asa 
young man I think I used to assume 
that, the older one grew, especially in 
elderly years, separation by death would 
seem such a natural and expected thing 
that it would not be particularly hard 
to accept. How little the young people 
know of the actual experience of the 
older folks!” To this his friend, a Brit- 
ish minister of the Gospel, wrote a lov- 
ing acknowledgment and said: “I gladly 
believe all that is said about the joyful 
future, but that still leaves the painful 
present. For over thirty-nine years we 
were together all the time, and the 
change-over to loneliness is something I 
cannot get used to. Nevertheless I am 
increasingly grateful that she is beyond 
the reach of the present terror. The 
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Germans were over London last night, 
and it was a comfort to me to know 
that they could do her no harm.” We 
may well praise God that our loved ones 
who have been taken Home are beyond 
the terrors and sufferings of this present 
world, having departed to be with 
Christ, “which is far better” (Phil. 1: 
23). And we may well thank God for 
the unbroken bond of love between our- 
selves and those who have been taken, 
even though that precious bond means 
pain and heartbreak to us in the tem- 
porary separation. So let us thank God, 
“even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies,” who suf- 
fered such heartbreak as we can never 
know in his separation from his Son, 
that we might be saved, and who is 
“the God of all comfort; who comfort- 
eth us in all our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble, by the comfort where- 
with we ourselves are comforted of God” 
(2 Cor. 1:3, 4). 
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When God Spoke Through a Hymn 


A testimony by a Christian man 


ail Be poor man cried, and the 


Lord heard him, and saved him 

out of all his troubles” (Psa. 
34:6). Only eternity will tell the infinite 
number of times men have experienced 
this truth. 

And yet, I believe the truth is that 
man may even almost cease to cry, his 
faith may grow fragile, and his hope 
verge on the border of cynicism, put 
God’s faithfulness never ceases. 

More than once I have learned this 
truth. Hard and trying circumstances 
have pressed in upon me. My faith has 
been sorely tried. Everything seemed 
to be dark and almost futile. Then the 
Father spoke so directly to me that all 
through the subsequent years the mes- 
sage has stood out clear and definite. 

Such, at least, was the prelude to 
what was a unique experience in my 
Christian life. At one of its darkest 
hours a minister came to my house with 
comforting words and advice. 

“I heard about the hard and trying 
experience through which you have just 


been called,” he said, “and I want to 
hasten to welcome you into my church.” 

“Thank you,” I stammered. “I'll think 
it over. No doubt you'll see me there 
before long.” I said this, hardly know- 
ing what I said, although I think I did 
not mean it exactly that way. 

“Well,” said he, “we have a young 
men’s class which needs a teacher, and 
I would like you to take it, — Sunday.” 

“Oh, I couldn’t think of that — just 
yet,” I replied. 

Then, rising from his chair and placing 
his hand upon my shoulder, he said: 
“Listen, my young friend. I am nearly 
eighty years old, and in my long experi- 
ence I have never seen a man go through 
such an experience victoriously without 
the sustaining power of the Church. 
This unfortunate occurrence I believe 
has taken place without real, serious 
thought on the part of those who have 
caused you to suffer. But you must not 
let that disturb you too much. Don’t 
for a minute relax your trust and con- 
fidence in the Saviour and his Church. 
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You promise me here and now that you 
will be at my church next Sunday morn- 
ing, teach that class, and leave this 
matter in the hands of the. Saviour, 
whose you are and whom you serve. 
Don’t forget that your work and life 
are not confined to a mere, local or- 
ganization, but are now and always for 
him who loved you and gave himself 
for you.” ‘ 

I tried to interrupt, but he continued. 

“You never know,” he said, “just what 
any event or series of events means 
until you have patiently waited for 
them to go by and reveal their pur- 
pose. Sometimes the Lord ‘sifts’ his 
people by such experiences. Sometimes 
he uses these experiences to ‘shift’ them 
to other fields. But you can be assured, 
whether he is sifting or whether he is 
shifting you, it will be best for you. 
Now, I must be going. I will depend 
on you next Sunday.” 

And before I could think up anything 
to say, either by way of remonstrance 
or promise, he went home. 

But when the next Sunday came I 
went to his church.’ I taught the young 
men’s class. And for a time the sting 
and stigma of the experience were al- 
layed. 

But I did not completely follow his 
advice. Instead of permitting the Lord 
to work out His purposes even through 
this unpleasant experience, I continued 
to think about it; about my “personal” 
injuries; about the underlying mean- 
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nesses, and so on. My bitterness was 
largely unexpressed. But deeply hidden 
in my thoughts there were unkind feel- 
ings,. bordering on hatred, which were 


' growing and producing an ungodly, un- 


christian cynicism. 

So several months went by. Although 
I threw myself into my new Christian 
experience with more or less ardor, I 
continually felt the artificiality of it 
all. Whatever way I considered my real 
attitudes, my thoughts, and my general 
way of living, I knew it was definitely 
not Christian. And it worried me. ’ 

Then came the answer — complete, 
satisfying, final. 

It was a beautiful, balmy Sunday 
morning in the spring. I was awake 
rather early, as was my custom on 
Sundays, so‘ that I might reread my 
lesson, check over my notes, and be 
ready in plenty of time for my class 
of young men. 

When I awoke, there was in my mind 
the tune of a familiar hymn which I 
seemed compelled to hum. Of course, 
everyone has -had similar experiences. 
And it was not the first time the same 
kind of experience had occurred to me. 
But all through the morning the tune 
possessed me. 

The time arrived for the Sunday 
school session. The usual greetings were 
exchanged with the boys as they came 
into the class. The superintendent an- 
nounced the first hymn. As the pianist 

(Continued on page 967) 
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NoTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Did Jonah Die in the Whale? 


Last summer the Editor was cor- 
responding about a personal matter with 
a friend he had known for many years, 
a businessman of large responsibilities 
who is a Bible class teacher, and the 
Editor let his friend know of rea- 
sons for believing that Jonah, after be- 
ing swallowed by the great fish or whale 
(Matt. 12:40), died while he was within 
the whale, and was miraculously raised 
by God from the dead. The Christian 
businessman wrote a most interesting 
letter in reply: 


You may be interested in the develop- 
ment of my own studies on the question 
of Jonah being dead within the great fish. 
Naturally, I gave the subject some par- 
ticular study before teaching the lesson yes- 
terday, following your suggestion that the 
words of Jonah’s prayer in the second 
chapter were the basis of your thought. 
I was particularly impressed with the 
phrase, “Yet hast thou brought up my life 
from the pit, O Jehovah my God,” and 
the alternate reading of “corruption” given 
in the margin of the Revised Version. 

As it happens, I have been living the 
last two months pretty largely in the 
103rd Psalm, following the death of a very 
beloved daughter who has been my com- 


" 
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panion for the last five years in my 
travels, due to the fact that her mother 
is a semi-invalid. I recognized immedi- 
ately, therefore, a similarity to the state- 
ment of the Psalmist in the fourth verse 
of that wonderful chapter, “Who redeem- 
eth thy life from destruction,” and here 
the alternate reading (in the Revised Ver- 
sion) is “the pit.” I found that the He- 
brew word in each case was the same, 
and there is no doubt in my mind that 
the inference in each case was to the res- 
urrection of the body from death 


People do not ordinarily notice the 
words and passages in the second chap- 
ter of Jonah, which record his prayer 
while he “was in the belly of the fish 
three days and three nights,” and which 
seem plainly to declare that he experi- 
enced literal physical death while in the 
great fish. His body, of course, was 
within the fish during the entire time; 
but his spirit was evidently absent from 
his body and in the place of death. 

Thus Jonah, recording his own prayer, 
says: “I cried by reason of mine afflic- 
tion unto the Lord, and he heard me; 
out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou 
heardest my voice.” The word trans- 
lated in the Authorized Version “hell” 
is sheol, and is so given in the Revised 
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Version: it is the word used in the Old 
Testament as the place to which the dead 
go, and is the equivalent of the word 
hades in the New Testament. Scripture 
locates sheol or hades in “the lower 
parts of the earth” (Eph. 4:9) and Jonah 
said in his prayer: “I went down to the 
bottoms of the mountains; the earth with 
her bars was about me for ever.” The 
expression “for ever,” of course, simply 
indicates what seemed to Jonah at the 
time to be his permanent place of abode, 
but the expression is immediately fol- 
lowed by the word “yet.” 

Then Jonah continues his prayer: “yet 
hast thou brought up my life from cor- 
ruption, O Lord my God.” And, as the 
letter from the Bible class teacher points 
out, the Hebrew here translated in the 
Authorized Version “corruption,” and in 
the Revised Version “the pit,” is the 
same word that David uses in Psalm 103: 
4, when he declares that God “redeem- 
eth thy life from destruction,” or, “the 
pit.” 

Here then, in Jonah’s prayer, are 
three seemingly plain references to 
death as Jonah’s experience in the fish; 
he was in sheol; he was in the earth 
with her bars about him, “the lower 
parts of the earth”; and he was deliv- 
ered by God from corruption, or destruc- 
tion, or the pit. We must either accept 
these statements of Jonah’s inspired 
words. as literal statements of fact, or 
take all three statements as figures of 
speech. A sound principle of Bible in- 
terpretation is always to take a Bible 
statement as literal unless the context 
plainly shows that it must be figurative 
—and certainly the context in Jonah 2 
does not show this. Furthermore, if 
Jonah really died and was raised from 
the dead, was he not thus a perfect type 
of Christ’s resurrection from the dead, 
which our Lord declared when he said: 
“For as Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the whale’s belly; so shall the 
Son of man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth” (Matt. 
12:40)? 





Next Week 


If you were asked the question, 
“Do Angels Administer This World?” 
what would you answer? A well- 
known Bible teacher, Dr. William 
R. Newell, says in his book on 
Revelation that they do. A thought- 
ful letter from one who has read the 
book asks Dr. Newell how that can 
possibly be, in the face of such 
regimes as we are seeing today in 
Russia, Germany, Italy, and Japan, 
to say nothing of the United States. 
The inquiry and Dr. Newell’s reply 
will be published in next week’s 
issue. It may have a surprise for 
you. 


























DO YOU FEEL THIS WAY ABOUT THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES? 
This page has been written by readers of the paper 





I have literally fallen in love at 
first sight with your splendid paper. 
What I like most about it is that, 
with the articles and other material 
it offers, it makes an impregnable 
defense of the good old one hun- 
dred per cent fundamental faith. 
This is so comforting and reassur- 
ing in these ever spiritually dark- 
ening times. I didn’t know a pub- 
lication of this character existed. 
Tll always bless the day I was in- 
troduced to it. Keep it up, boys! 
So now I am subscribing for a 
whole year.—Manitoba. 








I have an unusual complaint 
about your paper, although several 
have told me the same thing, — 
namely, it’s so full of good things 
we can’t get through with one issue 
before the next one comes.—North 
Carolina. 





THe SunpAy ScHoot Times is the 
best weekly Christian paper in 
America today. All others could go 
before I would be without it. I 
am with you entirely in your fine 
testimony. The Lord is blessing 
you.—Rhode Island. 











Recently, since exchange has 
soared to such an extent, I have 
tried to bring myself to do without 
your valuable paper, but I find it 
almost impossible to get sufficient 
material for the type of Sunday 
school work I do without your illus- 
trations and. fine notes. I teach in 
quite a large country school with 
very few teachers, and therefore 
have often to.teach a group of large 
variation in ages, never knowing 
for just what age to prepare to 
bring the message, so I find your 
paper the best I can get for bright, 
concise, and always true notes. 
Your illustrations are so fine that I 
quite often use them as stories for 
large groups, and have often been 
asked where I got certain illustra- 
tions and stories given. I am always 
pleased to speak a word for your 
good magazine.—Ontario. 


There is no more interesting expe- 
rience that members of the TIMES 
editorial staff have than that of 
reading the mail that pours in daily, 
from all over the world. This paper 
goes every week into every state 
and province of North America and 
more than one hundred foreign 
countries. The response in personal 
letters from readers is really amaz- 
ing. The letters are as different as 
their writers. To read them gives 
the staff varied experiences. Some- 
times the letters are wholesomely 
chastening, in their pointing out of 
mistakes or oversights in writing 
and editing. Sometimes they are 
sharp, severe, sarcastic in -unre- 
strained criticism. But far outnum- 
bering the chastening or unpleasant 
letters (for these are in a small 
minority) are the letters of encour- 
agement and appreciation for the 
ministry of the paper. Such letters 
bring a real uplift to the staff and 
fill the editors’ hearts with thanks- 
giving. 


It is additional cause for grati- 
tude that the letters coming today 
— that is, during recent weeks and 
months — have. never been sur- 
passed, in their encouragement, in 
the memory of the oldest members 
of the editorial staff. It is from 
the many letters of this sort, grate- 
fully received, that a small selection 
is given on this page so that all 
the Times Family may share in the 
blessing of this heartening fellow- 
ship. 


One outstanding reason why I ad- 
mire the Times .is your attitude 
toward those with whom you dif- 
fer. You. leave me with the im- 
pression that your problems are 
usually handled after a divine plan, 
not by human methods. A person 
may differ with your position, but 
it isn’t so easy to show where you 
have erred from the Scriptural 
standpoint.—Ontario. 





You havea distinctive field and 
are different, and always reliable, 
which cannot be said of some 
others. There is always a sane 
Scripturalness to everything that 
you publish, which is refreshing 
and inspiring.—British Columbia. 





I am so grateful the Lord ever 
led me to take THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. It has established my faith 
and been a guide regarding many 
things over and over.—New York 
State. ‘ 








There is so much of real value 
in THE SunDAy ScHooL TirmeEs — to 
read, think over, and read again — 
that the week between issues seems 
hardly enough time to thoroughly 
digest all the wealth of informa- 
tion in each copy.—Pennsylvania. 


I do not believe there is another 
paper in existence that God has 
so marvelously used to his glory as 
THe Sunpay ScHoot Times. What 
a wonderful privilege you have in 
giving the testimony to so many 
thousands in every niche and cor- 
ner of this old world! I want to 
send it to my son, who is in college 
studying for the ministry. I asked 
him which paper to have sent him, 
and he asked for THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. He felt it kept him straight 
on so many questions.—California. 














One of the best evangelical peri- 
odicals in the world is THe SuNDAy 
ScHoot Times. This paper has no 
counterpart approaching it in ex- 
cellence among the _ evangelical 
newspapers in England.—Cambridge 
University, England. 





Dr. Ironside’s lesson commentary 
is especially valued. His lessoas 
savor of mature experience. Prob- 
lems in the Christian walk are espe- 
cially great up here, where there 
is so much infidelity and inconsis- 
tent Christian living. Often I have 
despaired at my own fruitlessness. 
THE Sunpay Schoo. Times has 
helped so much. There are the 
experiences of others who have 
solved problems on their knees. 
The attacks upon our faith are 
many. How they are answered 
often comes in the Times.—British 
Columbia. 





As you read these letters, won’t 
you stop a moment and think of 
friends who are not yet taking The 
Sunday School Times, but who you 
believe ought to be sharing in just 
such blessings as the writers of the 
letters say the paper has brought 
them? Then won’t you pass this 
page on to those friends, asking 
them to read the letters and run 
through this issue of the paper and 
consider having the TIMES come 
regularly into their homes? You 
may have as many extra copies of 
this issue as you wish, without 
charge, in order to do this if you 
will send your name and address, 
asking for any number of copies 
of the issue containing Letters from 
Readers, and addressing The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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The SIN Question and the SON Question 


One great controversy that still remains between this world and God 











By F. W. Pitt 














God made it, it is evident that 

either he would not or could not 
have made it any better. He must have 
intentionally made it imperfect, or he 
must have found a limit to his. power 
and have done the best he could. To 
those who believe that the God of love 
is omnipotent, this suggestion is blas- 
phcmy, and yet it underlies the philos- 
ophy of most apostles of reason. 

But quite apart from the plain teach- 
ing of Holy Scripture, it should be 
patent to the observant mind that there 
is an element in this world which would 
easily account for everything which 
blights God’s fair creation. Milton sums 
it up in the well-known words: 

Of man’s first disobedience, and the fruit 

Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 

Brought teath into the world, and all our 

woe, 


With loss of Eden, till one greater Man 
Restore us, and regain the blissful seat. 


A Once Perfect World 


Evidently Milton did not believe that 
God made the world as it is. Nor did 
he, for he made everything perfect, 
as might be expected of One who is 
himself perfect both in love and power. 

It is impossible to account for any- 
thing past, present, or future if we close 
our eyes to the fact of SIN. It is sin 
that is the cause of all that has cor- 
rupted the perfect work of God, for 
“by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned” 
(Rom. 5:12). 

Those few piercing words explain 
how it is that the world is as it is. Only 
by minimizing or denying the intense 
sinfulness of sin can men formulate their 
evolutionary utopias. 

But God has a more excellent way. 
He so loved the world, in spite of its 
rebellion and unbelief, “that he gave 
his only begotten Son,” who came into 
the world to “put away sin by the sac- 
rifice of himself.” Sin has> been dealt 
with in righteous judgment, so that 
“whosoever believeth . . . shall not per- 
ish, but have everlasting 1 ‘e.” 

But there is another side to this, re- 
ferred to by Peter on the day of Pente- 
cost: “Him, being delivered by the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge 
of God, YE HAVE TAKEN, AND BY 
WICKED HANDS HAVE CRUCIFIED 
AND SLAIN.” 

The death of Christ was not only the 
manifestation of the love of God for 
a sin-stricken world, it was the climax 


T THE world, including man, is as 


While our Sunday schools are study- 
ing Luke’s Gospel of the Son of 
God, it is highly important that both 
teachers and classes should face 
both the Son question and the sin 
question. The sin question was 
dealt with on Calvary, but God has 
not yet dealt with the Son question. 
Some men seem to suppose that God 
is indifferent to the crime and mur- 
der of his Son! The Son question 
is still before God, still before the 
world. For the world in general is 
still a Christ-rejecting world, and 
God will not, cannot, ignore this. 
How God is going to deal with the 
Son question is answered in this re- 
markable Bible study by a well- 
known British Bible teacher, who 
was for many years. Editor of The 
Advent Witness, which has borne 
such a true testimony to the old faith 
and the blessed hope of our Lord’s 
return ever since this testimony was 
begun in England during the last 
World War. Mr. Pitt’s study is a 
valuable sidelight on the current 
Sunday school lessons. 








of human sin. The love of God and 
the guilt of man met at the cross of 
Calvary, but neither cancels the gther. 
The death of Christ is the basis on 
which God is “just, and the justifier 
of him which believeth in Jesus.” But 
the death of Christ is also the crowning 
act of man’s guilt, and that guilt still 
lies at man’s door. And yet men have 
the hardihood to suppose that God is 
indifferent to the crime of the murder of 
his Son! They believe the world will 
right itself by and by, and a tolerable 
millennium develop, as if the storms of 
life, though they have raged for thou- 
sands of years, will abate at last, and 
all the loss and peril of the voyage be 
forgotten. 

Judging by the deepening distress of 
nations and the failure of all human 
efforts tc bring peace and safety, it 
seems far more probable that if God 
does not intervene there is nothing be- 
fore the world but disaster. Eminent 
statesmen tell us so in the plainest 
words. For instance, Viscount Cecil has 
said: “I read the papers with increas- 
ing uneasiness. I believe we are heading 
for one of the greatest disasters that 
has ever come upon mankind.” Mr. 
Lloyd George is of the same mind. He 
has said: “I cannot say what is going 
to happen to the world. I am alarmed. 


I will go so far as to say I am fright- 
ened at what will happen.” 

Others have spoken in even stronger 
terms, and every day seems to make it 
clearer that man has exhausted his re- 
sources and all that remains is the con- 
solation of the proverb, “Man’s neces- 
sity is God’s opportunity.” 

But let us not deceive ourselves. We 
believe that God will intervene, perhaps 
sooner than some think. But will he 
intervene to patch up the godless civili- 
zation which is being tinkered by fren- 
zied dictators and doctored by rival 
remedies? Nay! There is one thing 
that God will deal with before the world 
can be delivered from chaos. Christ 
came into the world and the SIN ques- 
tion was settled, but there remains the 
SON question. 


A World Still Guilty of Murder 


Does anyone really think that God is 
going to overlook the murder of his 
Son? Nations, for economic reasons, 
may join hand in hand with other 
nations steeped in the blood of their 
rulers and subjects, closing their eyes 
to crimes which cry to Heaven for ven- 
geance. But God will not join hands 
with a world guilty of the blood of his 
Son. He was treated as a criminal, 
mocked, spit upon, and nailed to a cross 
of wood. Is God indifferent. to that? 
Will he not vindicate him in whom he 
delighted? 

The Son was hated without a cause. He 
did not put his heel on the neck of the 
poor and lay desolate the homes of the 
people.. He wore no shining armor and 
brandished no glittering sword. Napo+ 
leon and Wilhelm and. Mahomet soaked 
the land in blood, but Jesus came not 
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. 
No nation was taxed and terrorized to 
provide luxuries and follies for him as 
they were for the kings of the earth 
that set themselves against the Lord and 
against his anointed. 

He was meek and lowly in heart. He 
went about doing good and healing all 
that were oppressed of the Devil. He 
fed the multitudes, but often had no 
time so much as to eat. He had com- 
passion on the poor, of whom none was 
poorer than he. He spent whole nights 
in prayer on the mountainside kneeling 
beneath the stars he made, and had not 
where to lay his head. 

Forever on His burdened heart 
A weight of sorrow hung, 


Yet no ungentle murmuring word 
Escaped His silent tongue. 


Truly they hated him without a cause, 


ame < 
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Lesson for December 15 


and that hatred prevails to this day. 
He is compared with Gandhi, put on 
a level with Einstein and Darwin, has 
his name blotted out of the schoolbooks 
of children, is made subservient to the 
virgin Mary, and called a “respectable 
sage,” a-“mistaken enthusiast.” 

Is his Father God indifferent to all 
this? Is his Son’s blood not precious in 
his sight? 

But some may say: “It was the Jews 
who crucified their King; does not the 
guilt rest upon that nation?” This ques- 
tion was answered long ago: 

“The kings of the earth stood up, 
and the rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord, and against his Christ. 
For of a truth against thy holy child 
Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both 
Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
tiles, and the people of Israel, were 
gathered together” (Acts 4:26, 27). 


Both Jews and Gentiles Guilty 


So it was the Jews AND the Gentiles 
who crucified the Lord of Glory, and 
the crime still lies at their door. 

But again some will say: “That was 
long ago; we had no hand in the mat- 
ter.” True, but we have, all of us, de- 
cided either for or against Christ. Those 
who believe in him, by the act of belief 
condemn the crime of the murder of the 
Son of God; but those who do not be- 
lieve in him condone the crime and are 
partakers of the guilt. Unbelief says, 
in effect, that those who put Jesus to 
death did the right thing. There is no 
middle course, we are either for or 
against Christ. “He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him” (John 3:36). 

The tendency of apostate Christendom 
is toward the view that the wrath of 
God, his righteous anger at the treat- 
ment meted out to his Son, will cool 
down, and that he will say no more 
about the matter. This is not the teach- 
ing of Scripture, which most emphat- 
ically and with studied detail warns 
men everywhere to repent, because “he 
hath appointed a day, in the which he 
will judge the world in righteousness 
by that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead” (Acts 17:31). 

That judgment will fall on all men, 
whether Jew or Gentile, who do not re- 
pent and believe. It is described both 
as “The Great Tribulation” and “The 
Wrath of God,” the details of which are 
given both in the Old Testament and 
the New. 

“Why do the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine a vain thing? The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together, against 
the Lord, and against his anointed, say- 
ing, Let us break their bands asunder, 
and cast away their cords from us. He 
that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: 
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the Lord shall have them in derision. 
Then shall he speak unto them in his 
wrath, and vex them [trouble them] in 
his sore displeasure” (Psa. 2:1-5). 

This warning to the Gentiles is re- 
peated in Ezekiel 30:2, 3: “Thus saith 
the Lord God; Howl ye, Woe worth 
the day! For the day ... of the Lord 
is near, a cloudy day; it shall be the 
time of the heathen [the Gentiles].” 

This wrath was not exhausted in the 
past, for we read in Revelation 3:10 
of “The hour of temptation, which shall 
come upon the world, to try them that 
dwell upon the earth,” and the details 
follow in the same book, describing the 
pouring out of “the vials of the wrath 
of God upon the earth” (Rev. 16:1). 

As to the Jews, it 1s written: “Alas! 
for that day is great, so that none is 
like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s 
trouble” (Jer. 30:7). And again: “There 
shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
was since there was a nation even to 
that same time” (Dan. 12:1). 

To this the Lord Jesus referred in his 
Olivet discourse: “When ye therefore 
shall see the abomination of desolation, 
spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let 
him understand:) . . . Then shall be 
great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, 
no, nor ever shall be” (Matt. 24:15, 21). 

From these Scriptures it will be seen 
that just as the Jews and the Gentiles 
joined hands to put to death the Son 
of God, so the wrath of God will be 
poured out upon both Jews and Gen- 
tiles. There can be no millennium of 
blessing to the world, no relief from the 
distress of nations, no peace on earth 
and good will to men, till God is glorified 
by the vindication of his Son and the 
world’s judgment of him is reversed. 
Then “the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ.” 


Will None Be Spared? 


But what of those who have believed? 
Will they be subjected to the wrath of 
God? 

The answer is that they who believe 
are no longer either Jew or*Gentile, but 
a new man, a new creation in Christ 
Jesus. The wrath of God is specifically 
stated to be, as we have seen, against 
the Jews and the Gentiles, but of the 
believer the Word says, “God hath not 
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation [deliverance] by our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 

Many texts can be quoted to prove 
that the Church will not go through the 
Great Tribulation, but here we see the 
subject set out in detail. On the one 
hand are the Jews, on the other hand 
the Gentiles, and against both are defi- 
nite statements that judgment will over- 
take them. But there is, besides Jews 
and Gentiles, the other class of men 
who by faith in Christ have dissociated 
themselves from a guilty world and 
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ceased to be either Jews oz Gentiles dis- 
pensationally, ang against whom thege, 
is no warning of coming wrath, but 
whom the Lord has promised to come 
and take to be with himself before that 
great and dreadful day. 

It is open to every man to leave the 
ranks of them who reject or neglect sal- 
vation. There is one way of escape and 
only one. “Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and ye perish from the way, 
when his wrath is kindled but a little” 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.” 


When God Unsheathes His Sword 


In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, believers shall be changed, caught 
up to be forever with the Lord. There 
will then be on the earth only Jews and 
Gentiles; unbelievers; Christ rejecters; 
just those two classes against whom the 
wrath of God will be revealed. But the 
most amazing thing is that the world 
which has rejected the Son of God will 
give its allegiance to the nominee of 
Satan: “All the world wondered after 
the beast... . And power was given him 
[by Satan] over all kindreds, and 
tongues, and nations. And all that 
dwell upon the earth shall worship him, 
whose names are not written in the 
book of life of the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world” (Rev. 13). 

And will God overlook this climax of 
outrage against his Son? Never! It 
is then that God will intervene, not to 
take over a world polluted and ruined 
by sin and unbelief, but to judge it, 
to overthrow all human government, 
and to set his King upon his holy hill of 
Zion (Psa. 2:6). 

For when there shall be signs in the 
sun and in the moon and in the stars, 
and on earth distress of nations with 
perplexity, then shall appear the sign 
of the Son of man in the heavens, and 
then shall they see the Son of man 
coming in the clouds of heaven in power 
and great glory. Every eye shall see 
him and they that pierced him shall 
wail because of him, for he cometh to 
judge the earth. The once-rejected 
Christ shall be vindicated and enthroned, 
The murder of the Heir of all things 
will be avenged. 

LONDON, ENG. 
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Notes from a 


Layman's Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 


For consider him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners (Heb. 
12:3). 


HE word translaied consider is 

analogisasthe, which survives in our 
word analogy. It has the meaning of 
compare. Set his sufferings beside your 
own, visualize the ratios, the proportions 
of suffering,—his infinite suffering be- 
side your weariness and’ faintness. 










This is the second of two articles by Mr. Saint, who has had a 


Christian ortist. His first article *‘ The Conflicts 


The Ministry of Christian Art 
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By Lawrence Saint 














long experience as a 
Conflicts and Triumphs of a Christian artist,’ 


was published in last week's issue. In this concluding article he gives many practical sugges- 
fions as to how Christian pictures may be used in church, Sunday school, and the home. 


sions by means of art reach the 
brain through the eye more power- 
fully than im any other way. I believe 
God showed his supreme genius of cre- 
ation in the human eye. We are told 
that the retina on which the picture is 
formed consists of fine nerve ends. 
There is a layer of rods and cones, with 
millions of them to about one square 
thirty-second of an inch. The optic nerve 
trunk consists of about 40,000 fibers. 
If art through the eye transmits 
ideas and impressions so forcefully, 
should Christians not study this avenue 
for its possibilities of service to Christ? 
Our neglect has no doubt been due to 
the fact that there is nothing exciting 
or dramatic about its functioning. The 
message of art enters the mind 
with such subtlety that we 


[sce ty ‘menne of art reach the 


certain well-known articles into our 
imagination. Because of their very size 
and power, in this case, we are stirred 
to purchase them. If advertisers make 
their products real with pictorial art, I 
speak reverently,—Could the Church 
not use it also to make more vivid the 
Bible scenes and teachings? 

We are told of an artist who painted 
a picture of the Lord Jesus on the cross. 
He put real soul and believing convic- 
tion into it. He made the subject real. 
It was hung in a European gallery, and 
underneath were the words: 


All this I did for thee 
What hast thou done for me? 


Count Zinzendorf, gay and worldly, 
wandered into the art gallery. The pic- 
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ture arrested his attention. It gripped 
him and made so deep an impression 
that he was converted and became the 
fiery and zealous Moravian missionary 
leader. 

“Christ Before Pilate,” by Munkacsy, 
is a large painting that has been seen 
by hundreds of thousands of people. It 
is one of the world’s greatest religious 
pictures. At Eastertide it has been ex- 
hibited yearly at the John Wanamaker 
store in Philadelphia. It gives an almost 
unprecedented sense of Christ’s reality 
and sufferings. 

Another Christian picture is “Christ 
Washing the Disciples’ Feet” (Brown). 
The writer received an increased sense 
of Christ’s example of lowly service 
from a tiny color print (Perry) placed 
on his bureau. 

The Christian world has gotten rich 
blessings from “the Light of the Wor 
by Holman Hunt. Children’s minds have 
been enriched by the lofty conception 
of “The Boy Jesus in the Temple,” by 
Hoffman. We have been brought nearer 
to Heaven by Fra Angelico’s lovely 
angels and other inspired work, Jd. 
James Tissot strived to give the world 
the true Palestinian atmosphere in the 
paintings that it took him twenty years 
to complete. Doré, Julius Schnoor, 
Hoffman, Leinweber, and Copping made 
many Biblical pictures that 
have been absorbed and have 














hardly realize what is happen- /{(— 
ing, and that is why it is so 
hard to estimate its importance. 
Many vigorous Christians, I be- 
lieve, pored over Bible pictures 
when young. 

Again, art impressions get 
into the subconscious mind and 
feed the imagination. Too much 
emphasis by Christian edu- 
eators, I feel, cannot be put 
upon the importance of the 
imagination in the life, espe- 
cially that of young people. 
The picture-image once planted 
develops, and years afterward 
may bear fruit in a conviction, 
a habit, or have an important 
part in actual conversion. 

The wide use of pictures to- 
day in the secular world, and 
the millions of dollars spent 
on them, show that results are 
obtained. 

Moving pictures, flinging im- 
ages at the eye by the tens of 
millions, have had a tremen- 
dous influence on our time. We 
all know of their influence and 
how they have affected the 
morals of our age, instigating 
juvenile crime and other evils. 
False Heroism is surrounded by 
glamor, and people are shown 
how to go about committing 
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influenced those of Sunday 
school age. Of course I can 
give only a few examples here. 

Are there many Christian 
paintings being produced to- 
day? At the important All- 
American Annual Exhibition of 
Painting at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts, Phila- 
delphia, last year there was 
not one Biblical picture shown, 
Does this mean that Christian 
art was not submitted or that 
the jury was prejudiced? Per- 
haps there should be an art 
school with Christian influences 
to encourage the creation of 
Christian art, and exhibitions 
with the special purpose of 
showing only Biblical art free 
from unbiblical traditions, Per- 
haps we need first as a back- 
ground a larger general inter- 
est. and appreciation of the 
mission of Christian art. 

In connection with the prep- 
aration of this article the 
writer has been locating sources 
of reproductions of Christian 
art. It is surprising for how 
little one can buy good repro- 
ductions of the world’s great- 
est art. Black and white and 
sepia reproductions can be 
bought for one and a half and 
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Pictures in color in our mag- 
azines, and in large scale on 
billboards, get the images of 
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One of Mr. Saint’s drawings made for his children 


(For key to the colors see note on opposite page.) 


two cents, and those in color 
for as low as two cents, three, 
and three and a half, As the 
prints /increase in size and 
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beauty the price naturally increases. One 
can pay as high as several dollars for 
a large framed print. Some are even 
hand colored. (Catalogues and prices 
may be obtained from the publishing 
houses whose names and addresses are 
given in the note at the end of this 
article.) 

Christian service through pictures can 
be worked out in several ways. Small 
prints can be mounted on gold mounts 
with rubber cement and hung up in the 
Sunday school. The subjects should em- 
phasize the life of Christ. They can 
be given as awards for memorizing 
Scripture verses and for church attend- 
ance, Twenty-four came out one Sun- 
day night with this inducement. Little 
collections of charming pictures can be 
made and loaned to sick folks or shut- 
ins. Pictures, preferably in color, can 
be passed to inmates of reformatory 
schools or to prisoners in jails. What 
rays of brightness and hope they would 
bring to prisoners! They can be sent 
to those bereaved instead of flowers 
which fade so soon. Bible pictures have 
a real mission as Easter or Christmas 
gifts, often replacing light secular mate- 
rial, Larger pictures can be given as 
memorials to Christian workers who 
have gone Home. Scrapbooks of small 
size with Bible pictures in them can be 
loaned to children attending church to 
keep them quiet. This idea works. Pic- 
tures can be hung on the walls of chil- 
dren’s rooms, or, better still, books full 
of Biblical pictures can be put in the 
children’s hands on Sundays. 

In an effort to keep my own children 
occupied on Sunday afternoons I worked 
out a plan of making little drawings of 
Bible subjects and words. These were 
done mainly with lines. The copies were 
reproduced from a “hectograph.” The 
original was colored. The children 
copied the colors on their prints with 
wax pencils (Ruebens Crayola). They 
enjoyed the work and learned about the 
Bible and art as they filled in the color 
patterns. (A copy of one of the pic- 
tures accompanies this article.) 

Beside painting as a means of propa- 





How to Color the Drawing 


These are the instructions Mr. Saint gave 
to his children .to show them how to color 
the drawing of the Lord Jesus healing the 
two blind men. Colors are to be used accord- 
ing to numbers, dashes, and plus signs. 


(1) Flesh — made by first putting on green 
very lightly, then putting red over it lightly. 

(2) Red — “vermilion.” 

(3) Deep blue — “ultramarine.” 

(4) Greenish blue — “Prussian.” 

(5) Yellow — “yellow ochre.” 

(6) Green — “dark green.” 


Use Binney and Smith (New York) crayola 
drawing crayon. Dashes indicate either light 
or dark crayoning. One dash before a num- 
ber indicates light crayoning. Two dashes be- 
fore a number indicate very light crayoning. 
One dash after a number indicates heavy 
crayoning. Two dashes after a number in- 
dicate very heavy crayoning. The plus sign 
indicates that the color following is to be 
placed on top of the other. To enlarge use 
the usual system of enlargement by squares. 
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gating our faith there are Christian car- 
toons. Thousands have benefited by Dr. 
Pace’s cartoons in THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. Vaughn Shoemaker, a Christian 
cartocnist who drew the lesson cartoons 
for the Tuwes last summer while Dr. 
Pace was ill, reaches multitudes through 
the Chicago Daily News, as he has op- 
portunity to make occasional Christian 
cartoons. H. Willard Ortlip made chalk 
drawings on Wall Street in New York 
City that attracted crowds. 

There are now Bible sculptural sub- 
jects made of unbreakable material and 
available at low prices which help to 
make Bible subjects real. Again, why 
could not Bible pictures ‘be painted in 
color on large billboards at strategic 
centers throughout the land? Tracts, 
so often unappealing, could have decora- 
tive cuts or pictures on them. 

Leading educators say that eighty to 
eighty-five per cent of education is 
through the eye. An ancient sage says 
that one picture is worth ten thousand 
words. Solomon said, “In all thy ways 
acknowledge him” (Prov. 3:6). Surely 
a Christian art movement would do 
much to make up for the many oppor- 
tunities already lost. 

HUNTINGDON VALLEY, Pa, 





Where to Obtain Bible Pictures 


A large variety of reproductions of famous 
paintings, —in black and white, in sepia, and 
in color,—showing Bible scenes and char- 
acters, and other subjects, may be obtained 
at reasonable prices from the following com- 
panies: 


Artext Prints, Inc., Westport, Conn. 


Brown Robertson Co., 35 West 34th St., New 
York. 


Harper and Brothers, 49 East 33rd St., New 
York. The book’ entitled “Christ and the 
Fine Arts,” by Cynthia Pearl Maus, contains 
90 sepia reproductions of famous paintings. 
(Reviewed, S. S. Times, Dec. 3, 1938.) 


House of Art, 33 West 34th St., New York. 


Thomas Nelson & Sons, 385 Madison Ave., 
New York. 


Perry Pictures Co., Malden, Mass. 
St. Philips Society, West Stockbridge, Mass. 


Standard Publishing Co., 8th and Cutter Sts., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


W. A. Wilde Company, 131 Clarendon St., 
Boston. 
b 


When God Spoke 


(Continued from second page) 
struck the first chord, my attention was 
abruptly challenged. It was the early 
morning melody —the theme-song of a 
new day. 

The “coincidence” amused me, and I 
entered into the singing of the hymn 
probably with unusual gusto. As I re- 
call it, I seemed to feel considerably 
relieved. And, had this been the end 
of the story, there would have been no 
story, I am certain. 

But this, fortunately, was not the end. 
The Sunday school session came to-a 
conclusion and the time arrived for the 
morning worship service. Presently, 
the aged minister arrived, mounted the 
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rostrum, and announced the initial hymn 
for the worship service. 

For the third time that morning the 
same hymn made its impact upon my 
senses,—the hymn that had sprung 
spontaneously out of my waking con- 
sciousness earlier in the morning, the 
hymn used in the opening service of the 
Sunday school,—now, a third time! 

This time it did more than merely 
challenge me. Now, the words thun- 
dered into my ears. It was no more a 
mere “coincidence”; it was a burning, 
thunderous message. 

I could not join in the singing of the 
hymn this time. The church was sing- 
ing it to me. And as I sat there, silent, 
stunned, thoughtful, it softened into a 
still, small voice that has grown sweeter 
as the years have come and gone. It 
was God speaking to me. What was he 
saying? Hear it: 

I hear the Saviour say: 
“Thy strength indeed is small; 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
Find in Me thine all in all.” 
Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow ! 

I do not remember what the minister 
preached about that morning. I remem- 
ber only the place, and the message of 
that hymn. All the mystery, all the 
disappointment, all the stigma of the 
preceding months dissolved like thin 
fog in the bright morning sunlight. No 
more did I lie awake and think of the 
preceding months dissolved like thin 
sand times I have thought, “Jesus paid 
it all.” 

Many years have gone by since that 
morning. The hymn is still God’s mes- 
sage to me. 

How many more times he may use it 
I know not. My ear is open and attuned 
to it whenever it shall be used. I need 
it. Doubtless, there are others who also 
need it. Only a few months ago the 
message came to me again, it seems, as 
Peter said, to “stir up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance.” 

It was during one of the morning 
broadcasts by the “Happy Clarks.” As 
they sang their theme song, one morn- 
ing, I decided to write to them and re- 
quest that they use this hymn over the 
air. But the first number used in their 
regular broadcast that morning was, 
“Jesus Paid It All.” 

I was immediately reminded of what 
Isaiah foretells will-happen in a day 
that may be nearer than we think. “It 
shall come to pass, that before they call, 
I will answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear” (Isa. 65:24). 

Doubtless there were thousands that 
morning who could joyfully affirm that 
it was a most gracious truth. But words 
fail to express adequately what it meant 
to me. It was my Father speaking again 
to me. But the original message was 
so poignant, so permanent, that it 
changed my whole attitude over these 
years. I praise him for it. 
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LESSON 11. DECEMBER 15. JESUS TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES TO PRAY 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 11; printed text, Luke 11: 1-13 
Golden Text.—Ask, and it shall be given you, seek, and ye'shall find, knock, and it shall be opened unto you.—Luke 11:9 








The ‘portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 11:1-13 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a 
certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, 
Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 

2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which 
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy-kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 

3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 

4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that 
is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil. 

5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, 
and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, Friend, 
lend me three loaves; 

6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, and I 
have nothing to set before him? 

7 And he from within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: 
the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I 
cannot rise and give thee. 

8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because 
he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will rise and 
give him as many as he needeth. 

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

10 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will 
he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give 
him a serpent? 

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 

13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father givc 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. lronside, Litt.D. 
Pesto: of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


as doctrine. 


which give us church practice as well 
But it is a model upon 
which all our prayers may well be 
formed. Used in this way, it fulfills the 
purpose for which it was given. We 
need to remember that it was part of 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, as he was praying in a certain 
place, that when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, 
Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught his disciples. 
2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, } Father, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come.* 3 Give us day by day *our 
daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins; for we ourselves also 
forgive every one that is indebted to us. And bring us not into 
temptation ‘. 

5 And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, 
and shall go unto him at midnight, and say to him, Friend, lend 
me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine is come to me from a 
journey, and I have nothing to set before him; 7 and he from 
within shall answer and say, Trouble me not: the door is now 
shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and 
give thee? 8 I say unto you, Though he will not rise and give 
him because he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he 
will arise and give him ®as many as he needeth. 9 And I say 
unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 10 For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened. 11 And of which of you that is a 
father shall his son ask ®a loaf, and he give him a stone? or a 
fish, and he for a fish give him a serpent? 12 Or if he shall 
ask an egg, will he give him a scorpion? 13 If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him? 

1Many ancient authorities read, Our Father, who art in 
heaven. See Matt. 6:9. *Many ancient authorities add, Thy 

will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. See Matt. 6:10. 

8Gr., our bread for the coming day. Or, our needful bread 

as in Matt. 6:11.. *Many ancient authorities add, but deliver 
us from the evil one (or, from evil). See Matt. 6:13. 5Or, 
whatsoever things. *Some ancient authorities omit, a loaf, 
and he give him a stone? or. 

The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


day by day. His example moved the 
disciples to cry, “Lord, teach us to 
pray.” John the Baptist had instructed 
his followers along prayer lines. They 
desired Jesus to teach them how to 
draw nigh to God. 
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AYER is the normal expression 
of divine life. just as breathing is 


of natural life. Of every new-born 


soul it can be said, as of Saul of Tar- 
<us Behold. he prayeth” (Acts 9:11). 
But there are certain important spir- 
tual lews im connection with prayer 


which are only learned in fellowship 
etth our blessed Lord. He was him- 
wit Man of prayer. in the days of his 
humiliation here on earth. and he is 


00) the great Intercessor at the Father's 

ght hand 
Wha’ ~mmmon«w called “the Lord's 
Dave: should rether be designated 
the disciples praver Jesus never 
:- thee praver himself because 
metedes the ples for the forgiveness 
ms and was ever the sinless one 


neve ontended apparently to be 
a formal way. for there is flo 
qnestecw i eoch wee anvrwhere in the 
Bock of Acts or im any of the Epistles 


our Saviour’s instruction to his own 
disciples. No one else is entitled to 
come to God in this way. When he is 
known as Father we are invited to 
bring our petitions to him, assured that 
he delights to answer. If he seem to 
be indifferent, as in the case of the 
friend who did not attend to the request 
of his neighbor immediately, it is only 
to test our faith and perseverance. 


The Historical Setting 


The incidents recorded in this chapter 
are not necessarily arranged in chrono- 
logical, but rather in a moral, order. 
They formed part of our Lord's Galilean 
ministry in A. D. 29. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 11:1—“As he was praying.” 
Prayer, with him, was the expression 
of communion with the Father. from 
whom, as Man, he drew his strength 





Verse 2—“Our Father which art in 
heaven.” First of all, Jesus emphasizes 
the Father’s name, which he came to 
declare (John 17:28. It is only those 
who are born of God who have the 
right thus to address him. In true 
prayer we must know the Father, and 
come to him with adoring hearts, 
desiring that his will be done. 


Verse 3.—“Give us day by day our 
daily bread.” We are instructed to 
come to the Father about our daily 
needs. He has promised to supply as 
we walk in obedience to his Word (Matt. 
6:33). 


Verse 4—“Forgive us our sins; for 
we also forgive.” It is not the sinner 
that is in view, but the failing believer. 
If we will not forgive, we cannot be 
forgiven (Mark 11:26). This is an un- 
alterable principle in God’s government 
of his family. “Lead us not into temp- 
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tation.” That is, recognizing our weak- 
ness, we pray not to be exposed to a 
test too great for us. 


Verse 5.—“Friend, lend me _ three 
loaves.” The friend here pictures God 
who is the friend of all and would have 
us repair to him in every trying circum- 
stance and in every hour of need. 

Verse 6.—“A friend of mine... is 
come ...I have nothing.” It is inter- 
cession concerning the needs of another. 
In full confidence the householder seeks 
the help of his friend, assured that he 
will not be denied. 


Verse 7.—“Trouble me not.” Such 
might well be the answer even of the 
most faithful friend, disturbed at the 
midnight hour. But it is used only as 
an illustration of what, to our poor finite 
minds, might seem to:be the attitude of 
God when we do not receive the answer 
to our prayer immediately. No request 
of ours can ever be a trouble to him. 
His delays are not denials, but are meant 
to test our faith and perseverance. 

Verse 8.—“Because of his importunity.” 
So we are taught to continue instant in 
prayer (Rom. 12:12) until the answer 
comes. We are not to be discouraged 
because God does not respond to our 
call at the first moment when we go 


-to him in regard to some particular 


matter. 


Verse 9.—“Ask ... seek ... knock.” 
It is for our own soul’s good that we 
become earnest in our supplications, 
pouring out our hearts in unremitting 
intercession, literally storming the gate 
of the storehouse of blessing until the 
answer comes. God will never deny 
the prayer of faith. 

Verse 10.—‘Every one that asketh re- 
ceiveth.” The promise is very broad. 
It does not ignore instruction given else- 
where in regard to prayer, but it speaks 
of that which is normal: the believing 
soul going to God in unselfish inter- 
cession, counting on him to meet every 
need. He can be depended upon to 
honor his Word and to give according 
to his infinite wisdom. Prayér is not 
trying to make God willing to bless. 
It is taking that place before him where 
he can bless consistently with his own 
holy nature. 


Verse 11—“If a son shall ask bread 
. . . will he give him a stone? or if 
he ask a fish, ...a serpent?” Just as 
no loving, earthly parent would dis- 
appoint his pleading child by giving 
what was worthless or harmful instead 
of the good sought, neither will God 
(though he reserves the right to give 
according to his wisdom rather than 
according to our asking) ever give what 
will, in the long run, be a disappoint- 
ment to us. If he substitutes something 
else for what we ask, we can be sure it 
will be better than that for which we 
have pleaded. 


Verse 12.—“If he shall ask an egg, will 
he offer him a scorpion?” The egg 
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would sustain life: the scorpion would 
destroy it. No loving parent would thus 
deceive his child. 


Verse 13—‘How much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him?” This is 
the supreme gift for those who have 
trusted the Son. The Holy Spirit is 
the abiding Guest in the heart of all 
believers. His power will be made 
manifest in their lives as they are 
yielded to God, who is the source of: all 
blessing. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Prayer is the expression of dependence 
and confidence. Because we are weak 
in ourselves we turn to One who is al- 
mighty for help. Knowing his love as 
our Heavenly Father, we trust him and 
so come into his presence with holy 
boldness to make known our requests. 
He has chosen to give in answer to 
prayer certain blessings which we will 
never receive if we do not pray, in 
erder that he might draw our hearts 
out into communion with himself and 
give us positive proof that we have to 
do with a living God. Our very needs 
furnish him with the opportunity to 
display his tender love and compassion 
for us, and to manifest himself’ as a 
personal God who delights to hear our 
cries and rejoices in coming to our re- 
lief. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Truth is seldom found in extremes. 
There are some who insist that the so- 
called Lord’s Prayer is intended for use 
on all occasions as a set form and that 
the mere repetition of its beautiful 
phrases has an almost magical effect. 
Others are averse to using it at all and 
consider its petitions unsuited for the 
present dispensation of grace, and ap- 
plicable only to the days when Christ 
was on earth and in the tribulation 
period yet to come. But surely there 
is no expression in it that the most 
enlightened Christian may not use on 
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occasion, and as a whole it jis of the 
greatest. value in guiding our. thoughts 
when we approach our Father in prayer. 

When a believer has sinned and seeks 
restoration, he is forgiven as he for- 
gives. This is not the same thing as 
the justification of a sinner, which is 
by faith alone. But having been our- 
selves forgiven, we are to forgive those 
who offend us, “even as God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven” us (Eph. 4:32). 
We are told, “Even as Christ forgave 
you, so also do ye” (Col. 3:13). If we 
do not obey this Word, we will knock 
in vain at the door of restoration when 
we have failed ourselves. When we con- 
fess our sins, we dare not harbor ill 
will even to those who have wronged 
us most. 


A Lesson Outline 
THE DIscIPLE’s PRAYER 

In This Manner Pray Ye 
Our Father—relationship by new birth 
Hallowed be thy name—Worship and 

adoration 

Thy kingdom come—God’s purpose 
Thy will be done—Obedience 
Give us our daily bread—Provision 
Forgive us our sins—Restoration 
Lead us not into temptation—Guidance 
Deliver us from evil—Protection 


Applications and Summaries 


We do not pray aright if we are not 
subject to the will of God. 


The disciples’ plea, “Lord, teach us to 
pray,” implied not only the need of 
instruction as to the proper language 
to use in prayer, but it suggests the 
need of compelling power to move us 
to prayer. 

When unsaved sinners use the prayer 
that Jesus gave as a religious form, they 
are appropriating what is not theirs. 
It is only the one who can say in faith 
that God is his Father who has the 
right to use such words. 


It is a very blessed privilege to know 
God in such intimacy that we can go 
to him on behalf of others. “This hon- 
our have all his saints” (Psa. 149:9). 


“Ask,” “seek,” “knock” are degrees of 
importunity. We are not to stop pray- 
ing if our request is not granted im- 
mediately. As we continue to besiege 
the throne of grace we will be moved 
to heart-searching and to self-judgment, 
that thus we may pray according to the 
will of God. 
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Questions for Voucher and Class 


HAT moved the disciples to desire to 
pray? 
2. What is the first great truth that 
the disciple’s prayer suggests? 
3. What is suggested by the first petition 
in this prayer? 
4. What is involved in the words, “Thy 
kingdom come’’? 


5. What of the next petition as to the will 
of God? 


6. Why do we need to pray for daily 
bread? 


7. What principle is laid down in the re- 
quest for forgiveness? 


8. Does God lead people into temptation? 
9. What is implied in the last petition? 


10. What is the outstanding lesson of the 
parable of the two friends? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 973 of this issue. 
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“Open Thy Mouth Wide, 
and | Will Fill It” 


By Dr. Thomas Lambie 


LITTLE child does not question the 

ability of its loving mother to put 
food into the spoon and put it into his 
mouth. All he has to do is to open his 
mouth wide. He cannot provide any 
food, but he can open his mouth. 

The little robin red breast in the nest 
cannot go after worms and slugs to fill 
its mouth. It must wait for cock robin 
or mother robin to sedrch and find, and 
then on tireless wing to bring and feed. 
He cannot fly or seek for his food, but 
he can open his mouth, and if you have 
ever watched the wee nestlings you 
will have noticed how comically their 
mouths fly open automatically the in- 
stant they catch sight of their parent 
returning with the worm. 

And thus our loving Heavenly Father 
bids us open our mouths toward him 
so that he may fill them. 

Will he ever fool us, or make a feint 
of putting in food and then draw it 
back when we are hungry? Would you 
do that to your little hungry, trusting 
child? God is a thousand times kinder 
than you are. He will neither fool nor 
make a mock of you. He will always 
keep his word. 

“He that spared not his own Son... 
how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32.) 

O anxious Christian — worrying about 
food? Consider the ravens. Worry- 
ing about clothes? Consider the lilies. 
Worrying about money? The silver and 
gold are His. My God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus. Worrying about 
the future? “I know the thoughts that 
I think toward you, saith the Lord, 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give 
you an expected end” (Jer. 29:11). “In 
nothing be anxious; but in everything 
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. with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6, 
R. V3. : 

You cannot provide, but you can open 
your mouth. You can do nothing but 
expectantly trust God,—but that is all 
that you need to do. Your mouth open; 
not toward Egypt, which in Scripture 
terminology usually means the world. 
Not toward men. Men will fail you. 
Jesus never fails. Open your mouth 
wide toward God. Be sure that he 
will fill it. He delights to fill it no 
matter how wide you may open it. The 
little boy in the picture must be looking 
for a big mouthful, and that is what de- 
lights our Father’s heart. 

Full measure, pressed down, running 
over will he give. 

Will you take him at his word? Will 
you receive Heaven’s Gift—the Lord 
Jesus? , 

With him you receive all. You enter 
into covenant relationship with God. 
You become his son. You can freely 
and widely open your mouth to receive 
all spiritual and all temporal blessings. 

“Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill 
it.” 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we long to enter more fully into the reality 
of true prayer. Even as thy disciples needed 
to be taught to pray, so we need to learn 
from thee what the life of prayer really 
means. It is so easy for us to make a re- 
quest of thee thoughtlessly, and with a sudden 
desire that thou shouldest do something for 
us, and yet we do know that prayer is much 
more than that. We pray that we may know 
more of the waiting attitude in prayer. May 
we learn to wait upon thee in simple faith 
for that fellowship with thyself which is made 
available through faith in the Lord Jesus. May 
our prayer attitude bring us into closer rela- 
tionship with thyself, and may we be drawn 
into a quiet and restful confidence in what 
thou dost promise to those who will seek thee 
in faith-filled prayer. Lord, teach us to pray, 
not in mere phrases, but with true hearts 
yielded in full surrender to thee, and bringing 
our requests to thee with thanksgiving. We 
ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When the children 
in your home gather around the break- 
fast table, do they have to make a strong 
plea to persuade you to supply food for 
them? You are so glad to see that they 
have what is needed that it would be a 
great surprise to them if you should 


“OPEN THY MOUTH WIDE, AND I WILL FILL IT 


Psalm 81:10 











"5; ye then, being evil, know 


your children, how much more 
shall your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to 
them that ask Him?” 
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furnish pebbles and sand for breakfast. 
Our Heavenly Father certainly knows 
how to give good gifts to his children 
with great liberality and far greater fit- 
ness than we provide for the children in 
our home. I wonder if you can repeat 
the Golden Text for today? Let us say 
it together. “Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.” Do you 
believe it? Do you act as though you 
believed it? The more you pray, the 
more special occasions you will have for 
believing that Golden Text. Prayer is 
not only an asking, but it is a life within 
the soul, which belongs to our fellowship 
with the Saviour. Prayer becomes as 
natural to many a faithful Christian as 
breathing has become. Into my office 
there often comes a visitor to talk over 
various matters, and he hever thinks of 
taking up the subject that is on his mind 
until he says, “Let’s have a word of 
prayer.” This may occur two or three 
times during the conversation, and this 
habit of his shows in the life that he 
lives, and the wonderful results in the 
work in which he is engaged. May our 
prayer today be, “Lord, teach us to 
pray.” Let us pray. 





WHEN YE PRAY 


ASK—YE SHALL HAVE 
SEEK—YE SHALL FIND 
KNOCK—THE DOOR WILL OPEN 


LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY! 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explainin 
the conditions of this department. The full 1 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

When the Children Prayed.—Ask, and 
it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you (Golden Text). One of my brothers 
was the minister of a church in.a dis- 
trict blasted by drought in Australia 
some years ago. It was decided to have 
a meeting to pray for rain and he was 
staying at the house of one of the office- 
bearers that day and night. Just be- 
fore they left the house to go to the 
church, his host took him across the 
yard to a stable and bade him look 
through a crack in the wooden wall. He 
did, and inside he saw a group of chil- 
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dren kneeling around a box on which 
his host’s little girl was kneeling. It 
was a beautiful sight. All the little 
people were in earnest: The little girl 
was the leader and was closing the 
meeting like this: “Oh, God, send the 
rain, please, and send it quick, or we'll 
all be dead. The big people say they 
want three inches of rain to come to- 
night, but you can send three and a 
half inches if you like.” Now listen— 
that night the rain fell, and there were 
three and a half inches of rain regis- 
tered by the official who kept the rec- 
ords in that town.—From “Kneeling to 
Conquer,” by Lionel B. Fletcher. Sent 
by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Airplane’s Signal—Ask, and_ it 
shall be given you (Golden Text), An 
air-mail pilot, coming to an airport 
after dark, can while 2,000 feet aloft 
push a button which turns on a wind 
siren in his plane and it blows three 
shrill blasts more powerful than a fire 
engine’s siren.. The sound, plunging 
down from almost half a mile above the 
earth upon a sound-sensitive apparatus 
on the ground, turns on automatically 
and instantly 24,000,000 candlepower 
floodlights, thus enabling the pilot to 
make a safe harbor. Discoveries like 
this, which God has permitted men to 
make in the end of the age as a fore- 
taste of the glories of human research 
and invention on earth during the mil- 
lennium, are suggestive of spiritual ex- 
periences. When a child of God needs 
light in darkness, that he may know 
the way and reach some goal that God 
has set before him, he needs but to 
signal for the light. Not the shriek of 
the siren, but a whispered prayer is all 
that is needed, and instantly God hears 
and answers, throwing light on the next 
move.—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Josephine A. Kinzly, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


Suppose !—It shall be opened unto you 
(Golden Text). There is said to be a 
chapel in St. Peter’s at Rome the door 
of which is opened only once in twenty- 
five years. One can imagine the gather- 
ing of pilgrims as the time approaches, 
all of them eager to pray, after the long 
interval, in a place considered to be of 
special sanctity. Suppose our prayers 
could only be offered, or would only 
be heard, once in a quarter of a century. 
How eagerly we should anticipate the 
time! How we should wait for it, and 
long for it, and prepare for it! But 
because the door is always open we 
fail to enter—From the Sunday at 
Home. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Mrs. Tsan’s Zeal.—And he said unto 
them, When ye pray, say, Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy 
name (Luke 11:2). “Why, Mrs. Tsan, 
where did you come from?” exclaimed 
the missionary as the woman entered. 

“Oh, Miss Kan, I’m so tired, I’m so 
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tired! I’ve walked fifteen miles today 
{her feet were bound and encased in 
shoes not more than three inches long, 
and she carried a child huddled in her 
coat], because I heard that you were 
going to the city soon, and I have not 
learned the Lord’s Prayer yet.” 

“But why did you not wait till I 
came back again?” 

“Who knows whether I'll be living 
when you come again? I want to learn 
it now.” 

“But you can’t learn it tonight, and 
I am going to Peking tomorrow morn- 
ing.” 

“I must learn it tonight. 
it tonight! 
begin.” 

And so the missionary began, and 
the woman repeated it after her, nor 
would she go to bed nor allow the mis- 
sionary to retire until she could repeat 
the prayer from beginning to end. 

This is a true story told by Dr. Isaac 
T. Headland, and “Miss Kan” is Mrs. 
Headland. — From Tarbell’s Teachers’ 
Guide. Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, 
Oreg. 


At the Melon Patch.—Lead us not 
into temptation; but deliver us from evil 
(v. 4). An old Negro preacher said: 
“When you’re lookin’ at your neighbor’s 
melon patch, bredderin, you cain’t keep 
your mouf from waterin’, but you kin 
run.”—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, Piedmont, W. 
Va. 


All She Needed.—When ye pray, say, 
Our Father (v. 2). A catechist strug- 
gled in vain to teach the Lord’s Prayer 
to an old woman, who was full of joy in 
her new-found Heavenly Father. The 
first clause satisfied all her deepest long- 
ings; an omnipotent and loving Father 
in place. of all the idols and evil spirits. 
Nothing beyond the first clause had any 
interest for her. When she was pressed 
to go on, she would answer, “What need 
is there? What more do I want?” And 
there it had to stop—From “The Goal 
of India,” by W. E. S. Holland. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Lord’s Prayer in Slow Motion! 
—As he was praying ... one of his 
disciples said . .. Lord, teach us to 
pray (Luke 11:1). It might be sup- 
posed one needs no special instruction 
how to pray. I have in one of my 
scrapbooks a cartoon showing a clerical- 
looking man with his hand upon the 
head of a freckled-face small boy. The 
minister is saying, “My boy, do you 
say your prayers?” “Yes, siree!” re- 
plied the boy. “I sez ’em like the 
dickens when I git skeered!” While 
this skit is the expression of a com- 


I will learn 
I'll learn it right now; you 
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mon form of praying, yet it is only a 
“holler fer help!” as one fellow put it. 
We are told, “We know not what we 
should pray for as we ought,” and so 
“the Spirit . . . maketh intercession for 
us” (Rom, 8:26). 

The disciples apparently felt just this 
way about it, so they wisely came to 
Headquarters for instruction. As a re- 
sult we have the prayer that goes up 
continually all around the world in all 
languages, dead and living. Yes, and 
at all speeds from high to low! 

Some years ago when I was visiting 
Sunday schools for ideas and pointers, I 
came to the North Baptist Church in 
Camden, N. J. The superintendent of 
that fine school was the late Mr. Way- 
land Ayer, head of the great advertising 
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concern of Philadelphia. Mr. Ayer 
made a great point of a “slow motion” 
way of having his school say the Lord’s 
Prayer. It moved along so easily the 
smallest tot had no trouble in keep- 
ing up, and the adults had a chance to 
swallow between the petitions. I said 
to myself, “Here is a fine pointer for 
Rock Run Mission.” 

At the time I tried the same slow and 
deliberate and understanding recital I 
found the school had been “running” 
through the prayer so long it was hard 
to get them dawn to a slow “walk.” I 
solved the problem by having the 
leader of the Episcopal Church Choir, 
who was a member of the school, teach 
us to chant the Lord’s Prayer instead of 
saying it. When our singing leader left 
us we dropped back to saying it, but 
the school had been taught to do it 
slowly and reverently and understand- 
ingly. (I might add I do not think the 
chanting is any improvement for Sunday 
school.) 


The Daily Living—Give us day by 
day our daily bread (v. 3). If the 
Lord’s Prayer is a mountain “high spot” 
in the Sermon on the Mount, then this 
petition of our text is the peak of that 
mountain. We pray right up to it. 
When we get there we are not asking 
for a loaf of bread, or rice and fish, 
oatmeal porridge, mush and milk. 
“Bread,” in this prayer, stands for all 
things needed. Just our daily living. 
Sometimes expressed as “our bread and 
butter.” 

Different sorts of people must have 
different sorts of food. It is a long 
call from the banana-eating Indian of 
the tropics to the blubber-eating Indian 
of the arctics. Ditto for housing and 
clothing. (Psa. 147:15-18.) I had a 
cousin who was an Official of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad. There was some 
work needed at his home and an Ital- 
ian workman was sent to do it. When 
noon came the Italian produced a hunk 
of bread and an onion and proceeded to 
eat his lunch. Cousin Sally happened 
to have a delicious, rich vegetable soup 
for lunch that day. Her heart was 
moved by the meager lunch of the hard- 
working Italian, so she took him a big 
bowl of it. The poor fellow thought 
since the Boss’s lady gave it he must 
eat it. In a little while Cousin Sally 
was amazed to see her Italian rolling 
on the grass in agony! 

In our Iron Rose Class we begin our 
session with a little Quaker Meeting, 
closing with the Lord’s Prayer. I call 
attention to the many things for which 
to be thankful. Also for any who may 
be sick, in trouble, or bereaved. Since 
most of the Iron Rosers are yellow en- 
velope or bank check men, attention is 
called to the fact that the petition, “Give 
us day by day our daily bread,” means 
all things that make life comfortable 
and happy: a good steady job with 
sure pay, a nice home, clothes, shoes, 
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friends, congenial interests, and espe- 
cially the happy fellowship that comes 
with church and Sunday school. Yes, 
that is what you pray for when you 
reverently say, “Give us day by day our 
daily bread.” (1 Tim. 6:17.) 


The Way to Get a Job.—Because of 
his importunity (v. 8). Our plant is 
betweén Coatesville’s two great steel 
mills, the Lukens Company and the 
Bethlehem Company. You do not have 
to contact an office boy or information 
girl and “speak your piece” to see a 
Ridgway. You just walk right in. 

So the fellow looking for a job from 
mill to mill usually stops at “Ridg- 
ways.” Often the job hunter is dis- 


. couraged. “Been all up and down the 


creek and can’t strike nothin’,” he wails. 
“All right,” I reply. “I’ve got a job for 
you.” “What is it?” “Start all over 
again and go up and down the creek 
until you can strike somethin’. You 
got nothing else to do, have you? By 
the time you ask for a job, say, twenty 
times, the hiring office will think you 
really want a job.” 

This is what the Lord calls “impor- 
tunity.” And “importunity” brings the 
answer both up and down the Brandy- 
wine and up and down the ways of 
Heaven. (Luke 18:1-6.) 

I like this from my good friend Mr. 
Jacob Kindleberger, the paper maker 
of Kalamazoo, Michigan. “A hundred 
men were in front of our employment 
office waiting their turn to get in. I 
would be the happiest man in the world 
could a job be given to all of them. 

“As I looked over this crowd of men, 
another thought hit me. How many 
of this group of men seeking a job 
have come with the proper equipment. 
I did not see any with overalls under 
his arm.” (Be sure to get this pointer 
from Uncle Jake). “From the looks on 
their faces I detected only two with any 
determination. The big majority of 
them were just making the rounds from 
mill to factory.” 

Now listen attentively to Uncle Jake. 
“There is something else that men need. 
If they are going to land a good job 
they must have inside equipment. This 
inside equipment, which always shows 
up through the face, is determination, 
ambition, honesty, eagerness to serve. 
Men having these characteristics have 
their names and addresses taken, and 
when thcre is an ‘opening there is a 
call on the telephone for men like that.” 

And all the above is simply saying, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the pub- 
lishers, as well as the advertiser, by stat- 
ing that you saw the advertisement in 
The Sunday School Times. 
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Lesson for December 15 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Touch-spring of Wisdom and 
Power. 

Discussion: If you could have anything 
you asked for, what would it be? Think 
carefully: would it be the best thing for 
you to have? How is the best way to 
pray? 

Objective: James 1:5, 6. 











AY, fellows, yesterday I saw a boy 

operating his miniature railway sys- 
tem. There was the circular track, with 
sidetracks, switches, signal lights, and 
semaphores along the way. Three trains 
were on the tracks, and my friend, sit- 
ting in another part of the room, was 
handling those trains back and forth, 
on main line or through switches into 
the sidetracks, by means of a small de- 
vice which he held in his hand. He 
would touch one of the little buttons 
and a train would start forward; an- 
other button controlled a switch through 
which the train was shunted into a side- 
track and came to a stop to await the 
passing of another train controlled by 
still another button. Signal lights would 
go on and off at the will of the operator. 
A train would pull out of another side- 
track and take the main line. And so 
the system worked, with no collisions, 
no accidents or upsets—dall directed 
through the touch of the master hand 
on the control box. 

Now, fellows, there is a partial illus- 
tration of the power of prayer. I say 
partial, because there is something vital 
lacking in it. Remote control by a touch 
system is all right for a toy railroad, 
or even a real railroad, where auto- 
matic safety devices guard against the 
element of human mistakes and failures. 
But life has no automatic safety de- 
vices. Successful life is dependent mo- 
ment by moment upon infinite wisdom 
and power. Yes, these are even neces- 
sary to avoid actual disaster and ship- 
wreck, which surely await an unguided, 
drifting program. 

At the same time, God places in your 
hand that little control box of prayer 
through which you call into your life 
program the infinite wisdom and the 
mighty power which God alone can 
supply, and without which you proceed 
upon an utterly hopeless enterprise. It 
is a wonderful statement contained in 
Luke 11:13) the closing verse of this 
lesson, showing that your Heavenly 
Father is more willing to give the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask him, than are 
loving parents willing to give good gifts 
to their children. The Holy Spirit actu- 
ally came to earth after that promise 
was made, and he abides here now (and 
will continue to do so as long as time 
lasts); his wisdom and power are avail- 
able to any trusting Christian. 

Thank God every day for the pres- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ence of the Holy Spirit; for his readi- 
ness, on the instant, to give you the 
benefit of his wisdom and power to meet 
any problem you are facing; also to lead 
you when everything is going fine, for 
you are more apt to make mistakes in 
the sunshine than in the shadow. 

But there is one supremely important 
thing necessary: that is, your will must 
be absolutely yielded. You ask for 
things in your own wisdom, which is 
very erratic. You do not know what is 
best, but he does. When you pray, ask 
him to answer in his wisdom and not 
according to the plans you have made. 
You can well afford to do that, for he 
sees all the way; you do not. Indeed, 
you cannot afford not to pray that way. If 
God should answer your unwise prayer 
as you are making it, your problem 
would become greater and more complex 
as time goes on. No, let him handle the 
matter in his own infinite wisdom; then 
you will have peace and you will have 
power; for God only gives power for 
good when you are in the center of 
his will. 

Lord, teach us how to pray. Jesus 
prayed unto the Father: “Not my will, 
but thine, be done.” 


WaAsHINGTON, D. C. 


For Primary Teachers 
: By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Make a picture of a door for each 
child’s book, and have the children print 
under it the Golden Text (Luke 11:9). 











ESUS taught his disciples to pray. 
He taught only his disciples to pray. 
God hears the prayers of his children. 
Only those who accept the Lord as their 
Saviour can be God’s children. 

You did not have anything to say 
about whose family you would be born 
into, when you came into this world. 
You could not choose your mother and 
father. But you can choose whether 
you want to be born into God’s family. 
If you just do not do a thing about it, 
you will never be God’s child. But if 
you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
then you are born into God’s family, 
and become one of his chiidren (John 
1:12). 

Then you have a right to pray, to talk 
to God. You know, some people have 
an idea prayer is just asking for things, 
but they are wrong. Don’t you like to 
tell Daddy and Mother about things? 
When you talk to them, you are not al- 
ways asking for things. Sometimes you 
are thanking them for the many things 
they do for you, and sometimes you are 
just talking to them because you love 
them. 

And that is the way God wants you 
to talk to him. He wants you to praise 
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him, and to thank him for the things 
he does for you, because he does every- 
thing.. A person could not live a minute 
without God’s care. He gives us air and 
sunshine, water, everything that grows. 
Men could do nothing for themselves if 
God stopped supplying these things. 

So we should tell God how thankful 
we are for these things. Then we should 
thank him for the Lord Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, who died for our sins on the 
cross. If he had not done that we could 
never become children of God. Then 
God wants us to ask him for things we 
need or want. Sometimes God has to 
say No to us the same as Daddy and 
Mother do, because he knows what is 
best for us, even better than we or our 
parents do. Sometimes we would be 
very sorry if Daddy and Mother gave 
us what we asked for, I knew a little 
boy who cried for a week because his 
daddy wouldn’t buy him the lion he 
saw in the circus. Of course the lion 
would have killed him and his daddy 
knew that, but the little boy didn’t. 
I’ve heard grown-up people ask God 
for just as foolish things as the little 
boy’s lion, and weep because God didn’t 
give them what they asked. God is too 
kind and loving a father to give us what 
weuld hurt us, or what would not be 
good for us. 

So we must ask God for things, if 
they are his will for us, and then we 
shall have our prayers answered. God 
will not withhold any good thing from 
us, and if we are loving and obedient 
children, we shall want the things God 
wants us to have. 

We have a wonderful Memory Verse 
which you can learn and remember. 
Even very small children can have the 
Lord Jesus for their Saviour, and can 
learn to pray. Will you, every one of 
you, do this? 

MopeEsto, CALIF. 

ve 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 970) 


1. The example of the Lord Jesus Christ 
who as the perfect man daily waited upon 
his Father in prayer. 


2. That of relationship with God, which 
can only be known by a new birth. 


3. The importance of reverent adoration 
or worship before we ask anything for our- 
selves. 


4. Concern for the work of God through- 
out the world. 


5. We should look on in faith to the time 
when God's authority will be owned 
throughout the redeemed universe. 

6. Because we are to live as those who 
depend upon God our Father for every day’s 
supply. 

7. The importance of showing grace to 
others if we would find grace ourselves. 

8. He does not tempt any man to sin, 
but he may expose one to temptation as in 
Hezekiah’s case (2 Chron. 32:31). 

9. The need of divine power, that we may 
be kept from sin. 


10. The importance of continued fervency 
in prayer. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead each girl to be a pray- 
ing girl. 


Activity.—This lesson is too extensive 
for one period, but it can arouse an inter- 
est in the study and practice of prayer. 
Suggest references on the why and how of 
prayer, and illustrations of Bible prayers. 
Undertake specific problems as_ class 
prayer projects. 

Chart Suggestion: “Christ, the Praying 
One.” 


Memory Verse.—‘“Ask, and it SHALL 
BE GIVEN you; seek, and ye SHALL 
FIND; knock, and it SHALL BE 
OPENED unto you” (Luke 11:9). 











“Teach Us TO Pray” 


“ HENEVER I mention any of my 

problems to our pastor,” said a 
neighbor the other day, “he asks ‘Have 
you prayed about it?’ He is making me 
prayer-conscious.” 

Christ made his disciples realize the 
need for prayer. “As he was praying in 
a certain place, when he ceased, one 
of his disciples said unto him, Lord, 
teach us to pray.” These men had seen 
their Master pray; they had witnessed 
miracle results of his prayers (Luke 9: 
16); and now they wanted the blessed- 
ness of prayer to become part of their 
own experiences. A short time before 
this, Peter had testified that he believed 
this Friend to be “the Christ of God.” 
Now the disciples wanted “the Christ 
of God,” Heaven’s High Priest, to in- 
struct them in the glorious privilege of 
holding fellowship with God the Father. 


Wuat Is PRAYER? 


True prayer is worship (Rev. 8:3). 
True prayer requires a right relation- 
ship between the one who prays and 
the God who hears (Psa. 51). True 
prayer anticipates replies (1 John 5: 
14, 15). True prayer exchanges personal 
plans for God’s plans (Acts 9:6). True 
prayer glorifies God (John 14:13). 

“What shall we say when we pray?” 
young people often ask. 

Notice verse 2 of our lesson text (Luke 
11:1-13). “He said unto them, When 
ye pray, say”—here Christ gave words 
that suggest subject matter for our 
prayer. Study the lesson text in con- 
nection with the following outline: 


P enitence (Luke 18:13; Isa. 55:6, 7) 
R _ equesis (Luke 11:9; Phil. 4:6). 
A doration (Luke 11:2; Rev. 1:5b, 6). 
Y ieldedness (Luke 22:42; John 15:7). 
E arnestness (Luke 11:8; Acts 12:5). 
R ejoicing (Luke 1:46; Phil. 4:4). 


Wuy SHOULD WE Pray? 


God declared that we should pray. 
“Ask,” because resources are available 
(Psa. 23:1); “seek,” because answers are 
ready (Isa. 65:24; Psa. 56:9; 86:7); 
“knock,” in order that “closed doors” 
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may be opened (Acts 14:27; Col. 4:3; 
1 Cor. 16:9). 

When the Lord Jesus asked blind 
Bartimeeus, “What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee?” he knew the an- 
swer. Christ knew that this blind man 
wanted sight, but he wanted the needy 
one consciously to place that desire be- 
fore him (Psa. 38:9). As soon as the 
request was uttered, the Lord performed 
that which he had longed to do all the 
whiie. “Jesus said unto him, Go thy 
way; thy faith hath made thee whole. 
And immediately he received his sight, 
and followed Jesus” (Mark 10:51, 52). 


Prayer connects us with God. The 
Lord is near us all the time. “Though 
he be not far from every one of us” 
(Acts 17:27); yet we must “be still” in 
order to “know” him (Psa. 46:10). We 
must become aware of his nearness (Psa. 
145:18; Jas. 4:8). 

What is the significance of this con- 
nection with God? Noises and confusion 
of the world, both exterior and within 
ourselves, tend to eliminate the heavenly 
One from our consciousness, but a glori- 
ous reward comes when we shut our- 
selves away with God (Matt. 6:6; Heb. 
11:6). Girls, every difficulty of yours, 
and every hurt, as well as every de- 
light, may continually be placed before 
the Heavenly Father (1 Sam. 1:15; Psa. 
31:5; Prov. 3:5, 6; Phil. 4:6). 

Through prayer we learn God’s will 
and God’s thoughts. “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” This is what Paul 
prayed at the beginning of his Chris- 
tian career. This should be our prayer 
at the beginning of every new day. 
How do you pray each morning? Do 
you rush through a jumble of meaning- 
less words, or do you wait for a mes- 
sage from Heaven? Do you “commit 
thy works unto the Lord,” in order that 
your thoughts may be _ established? 
(Prov. 16:3.) Are you ready to follow 
the advice that Mary gave to the serv- 
ants, “Whatsoever he saith unte you, do 
it”? Do you look into his Word for 
daily instruction? 

Prayer is an evidence of conversion. 
As soon as we realize how dearly the 
Lord loves us, we want to praise and 
thank him. Only through the Holy Spirit 
who promptly “seals” us with himself 
when we believe can we have heart 
contact with God (Rom, 8:16, 26; Eph. 
1:13; 1 Cor. 12:3b). Such Spirit-in- 
spired prayer indicates to the world 
that we know the Lord (Acts 9:11; 1 
Kings 18:36-39). 


Prayer brings joy (John 14:13, 14; 16: 
24). It brings joy and answers to the 
one who prays, but it does something 
more marvelous even than that. Prayer 
brings joy to our Heavenly Father, be- 
cause through our conversation with 
him we may express our gratitude and 
love; and because through prayer we 
open to him the pleasure of showing 
more and more of his loving-kindness 
toward us (Eph, 2:6, 7). 
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Granting prayer is God’s delight (Luke 
11:13; John 15:16). 

Assignment: Had we been with the 
shepherds on that first Christmas day, 
surely we would have rejoiced; yet our 
joy at this Christmas season may be 
greater even than theirs. Bring a friend 
next Sunday so that we may tell her 
why. What does Matthew 1:23 mean 
to you? 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Neither Must These Be Forgotten 


By Francis C. Stifler, D.D. 
Editorial Secretary, American Bible Society 


HERE are 2,500,000 of them in Ger- 

many alone. They are prisoners of 
war—mostly French. But there are 
also English, Polish, Moroccan, and 
smaller groups from other lands. To- 
gether with everyone else in Europe 
they face a frightful winter. Added 
to their miseries of cold and hunger and 
disease is the misery of idleness. Long 
days and longer nights with nothing to 
do but to brood over their empty life, 
wonder about their wives and children, 
their mothers and sweethearts. 

What can be done for these men in the 
prison camps? It is difficult to get 
material supplies to them. The daily 
routine of their lives is completely in 
the hands of their masters. But most 
of them can read. What shall they read? 
Much reading that might be made avail- 
able would only add to their idleness — 
a passing stimulant to the mind that 
leaves the reader the more depressed. 

The Bible Society of France, if it 
could, would put the Scriptures in the 
hands of every one of these men. But 
the Bible Society of France is at pres- 
ent only feebly able to function. The 
Bible Societies of Britain, near neigh- 
bors and still serving vigorously in 
many parts of the world, are prevented 
by the blockade from ministering to 
these men. 

Only the American Bible iety is 
in a position to give these prisoners, to 
whom the one open door of relief is in 
reading, their opportunity to read the 
book that contains the answer to the 
world’s and their own despair. 

Accordingly the American Bible So- 
ciety has placed its services at the dis- 
posal of the Ecumenical Committee for 
Chaplaincy Aid to War Prisoners which 
works under the auspices of the Inter- 
national Red Cross at Geneva. Dr. 
Visser ‘t Hooft is the executive of this 
Committee. 

The American Bible Society promptly 
put $2,000 at Dr. Visser ’t Hooft’s dis- 
posal, part of which has already been 
used to print 20,000 French Gospels. 
Five thousand French New Testaments 
are also on the press in Geneva. Beside 
these books printed in Geneva the 


American Bible Society has sent 2,350 
English New Testaments. Because no 





Lesson for December 15 


way has been found to ship these by 
freight, in bulk, they must be sent in 
small packages as printed matter. A 
stream of these little packages goes with 
every week’s steamer. A recent cable- 
gram from Dr. Visser ’t Hooft calls for 
6,000 additional Bibles and Testaments 
in English. 

All this is of course just a beginning 
when one considers the number of pris- 
oners to be served. Then, too, it is only 
one of Europe’s needs which, if they are 
to be met at all, must be met by the 
American Bible Society, and the Amer- 
ican Bible Society means Bible-loving 
churches and individuals in America. 
There are the refugees, the interned 
persons, the needy in France, both oc- 
cupied and unoccupied, in Holland and 
other countries whose own Bible So- 
cieties are at present:at a standstill. 

Seldom in its long history has the 
American Bible Society had a more 
definite and urgent demand placed be- 
fore it. That these needs of these war 
prisoners may be met is one of the chief 
reasons for the Society’s Emergency 
Fund of $150,000 recently announced. 
The Society is asking not only all its 
present donors to make a special gift 
to this fund, but to lay the matter be- 
fore their friends that funds may not 
be lacking to place in the hands of every 
prisoner of war at least a Gospel where 
he may find the answer to his soul’s 
despair. 

Gifts should be sent, marked “Emer- 
gency Fund,” to the Treasurer, Ameri- 
can Bible Society, Park Avenue and 
57th Street, New York, N. Y. 





[ Children at Home 





Winning a Devil Dancer 
by Prayer and Kindness 
Founded on fact 
By Estelle M. Grant 


UITE unobserved, the dark figure of 

the boy devil dancer glided in and 
out among the evening shadows. A 
moment later a deadly missile whistled 
through the air striking the frail, blue- 
eyed missionary in the forehead, as 
she stood telling the story of salvation 
to a group of ragged, dirty natives. 

The words faltered on her lips; she 
swayed and staggered backward, and 
sank to the ground where she lay quiet. 

Dr. Bruce McAllister, Ruth’s husband, 
broad of shoulder and red-headed, had 
been handing out tracts, and he rushed 
to her assistance. 

“Are you hurt, dearest?” he asked, 
gently raising her to her feet. 

“No, dear; just ashamed I wasn’t 
strong enough to stand against the un- 
expected blow; and she rubbed the ugly 
red mark on her head. “As usual, you 
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see, the natives are gone,” for they had 
all silently stolen away at the first 
hint of disturbance. 

“This makes the third time this week 
—here, let me have a look at your 
head,” and Bruce touched the bruised 
spot with trained, sensitive fingers. “It 
is just a surface bruise, dear, but it will 
spoil your beauty for a few days, I am 
afraid. But we must do something about 
this devil dancer, and at once.” 

“I suppose there is nothing to do but 
go back to the mission now,” decided 
Ruth, regretfully, “but, Bruce, we must 
ask God to show us a way out of this 
difficulty, and then have faith that he 
will.” 

Quickly the two young missionaries 
made their way back to the mission 
in the southern section of Benares. They 
had been in India only a short time, 
but long enough to have learned much 
of the hideous rites practiced in the 
Hindu temple, where the devil dancer 
was the youngest priest. 

“Just imagine a father bequeathing 
to a young son this horrible job of devil 
dancer, making of him a priest of the 
evil spirits—and the boy has become 
famous,” gravely explained one of the 
older missionaries to Ruth and Bruce 
the first time a street meeting had been 
wrecked by the tricks of the devil 
dancer. 

“You see, this boy’s father was a 
powerful priest of the evil spirits,” con- 
tinued the senior missionary. “He went 
about from place to place earning money 
by trying to charm the evil spirits out 
of people. And then he was taken ill. 
He knew he was dying, and he made 
his son promise to carry on.” 

“Why is he so bent on breaking up 
our meetings?” asked Ruth. 

“Because, my dear, he knows when 2 
person gets a ‘Jesus heart’ there is no 
longer an evil spirit there for him to 
earn money on,” smiled the senior mis- 
sionary. 

“Oh!” said Ruth thoughtfully. “Our 
effort should be to win the heart of the 
devil dancer —” 

“But we can’t get near him,” sighed 
one of the teachers, “he’s like the wind, 
blowing in every direction, tearing up 
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the seeds we plant, but never allow- 
ing us to catch up with him.” 

It was of this that Ruth and Bruce 
talked as they walked back to the mis- 
sion. 

Ruth was very quiet, Bruce noticed 
as they ate their simple evening meal. 
Immediately following prayers she star- 
tled the missionary family by exclaim- 
ing excitedly, her eyes bright with a 
happy light, “I have it—a real plan! 
I’ve been asking God to show me, and 
he has!” 

“Ruth, dear, are you —?” 

“No, I’m not delirious from that bump 
on my head,” she laughed up into 
Bruce’s anxious face. “I’m just relieved 
that God has given me a plan that will 
enable us to get in personal touch with 
that poor, deluded, devil dancer.” 

“What is the plan, my dear?” The 
senior missionary was keenly interested. 

“Enough of the right kind of prayer !” 
came the surprising answer. 

“But, Ruth,” protested someone in a 
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puzzled voice, “we've been praying for 
him for weeks and weeks!” 

“We've been praying about him, rather 
than for him, haven’t we? He’s been an 
annoyance, and we've been praying to 
get rid of—we'’ve been —” 

“Praying selfishly, you mean. I be- 
lieve you're right, Ruth. We've thought 
more of our own comfort and work than 
we have of his soul,” agreed Bruce 
gravely. 

“Yes, that’s what I mean.” Ruth’s 
voice was eager. “When that rock struck 
me today it pierced right through to 
my selfish heart. I knew I would never 
have peace again until I had honestly 
pleaded for that boy’s salvation—no 
matter what the cost. Think what a 
grand worker he will make with Christ 
in his heart! I believe he, like the 
Apostle Paul, is zealous and honest in 
the cause he believes to be right — but 
he must come face to face with Christ 
and Calvary; he must have a true Da- 
mascus-road experience like Paul. Let 
us” — her face was pale, and the ugly red 
bruise gleamed, but her eager voice 
rang with purpose — “let us pray with- 
out ceasing for the new birth of this 
boy.” 

A new humility took possession of 


each heart as plans were made to pray 


continually —taking turns by twos so 
that the work of the mission might go 
on. Day and night prayer went up to 
the throne of grace on behalf of the boy 
devil dancer. 

Four nights later, just at midnight, 
a great commotion was heard outside 
the mission gate. The sound of rushing 
feet; a sharp, shrill scream; the babble 
of angry voices, and then — silence. 

Bruce, Ruth, and one or two others 
rushed to see what had happened. 

Swinging open the heavy mission gate, 
Bruce stepped cautiously out into the 
darkness, stumbling over a silent form 
stretched in the soft dust of the street. 
He turned on his flashlight, and his 
quick exclamation brought the others to 
his side. 

“Bruce—the devil dancer! God is 
faithful! Dropping him at our gate!” 
gasped Ruth, looking down through 
quick tears at the slender, dark youth 
lying unconscious at her feet. His hair 
was matted with woven grasses, ashes 
were clotted on his forehead, his robe 
was soiled and bloodstained, in his limp 
hand were some chicken feathers. 

“He has stolen chickens for a temple 
sacrifice, and evidently been caught at 
it,” remarked Bruce, pointing to the 
feathers. “Here, Hal, give me a hand.” 

Tenderly they lifted him and carried 
him through the gate into the security 
of the mission. For hours he lay like 
one dead, while the prayers on his be- 
half never ceased. 

When at last his eyes opened they 
looked directly into the blue, compas- 
sionate eyes of Ruth, the multicolored 
bruise on her forehead plainly visible. 
Fright leaped up in the dark, strange, 
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wild eyes, and he cried out in panic. 

Ruth’s tender, gentle touch, and her 
bright, friendly smile brought a look of 
relief and wonder. As she quietly talked 
about the Lord Jesus and his great love 
for the boy, she saw she at last had 
his full attention. 

She sponged the ashes from his head 
and cleansed the long gash with a cool- 
ing lotion before placing a clean, soft 
bandage on his head. All the while 
she and Dr. Bruce ministered to him, 
they talked of Jesus Christ and his love. 

“Wouldn’t you like to have a heart 
as white and clean as this?” — letting 
him handle the soft, white bandage — 
“a heart over which the Devil no longer 
would have control, telling you to do the 
bad tricks you have been doing at his 
bidding?” asked Ruth’s gentle voice. 

A look of hope came into the dark 
eyes, and he nodded his head, “Yes.” 

A minute later he was voicing the 
first prayer he had ever made to God. 

“Jesus paid for your sin on the cross 
—he is God’s Son. If you will only 
tell him you are sorry for your sin, and 
that you believe he is able to save you 
from your sin, you will be born into 
the family of God, and the Devil will 
no longer have control over your life,” 
explained Ruth. 

An hour later she and Bruce left the 
boy, knowing he was a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. 

He “is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or think,” 
said Ruth thoughtfully to her husband, 
“when we ask in his will, for his sake, 
utterly believing.” 

“Amen and amen,” whispered Bruce 
reverently. 


CoLiincswoop, N. J. 


we 


Mr. Ridgway’s Booklets 


OUR of William H. Ridgway’s stories, 

written in his entertaining style, have 
been published in booklet form. “Under 
the Ether Cone” is the touching story 
of a little girl who prayed, “Now I lay 
me down to sleep,” in the operating room 
just before an operation. “Missionaries 
in Feathers” tells of some prize-win- 
ning Rhode Island Red chickens that 
were sent by the Iron Rose Bible Class 
of Coatesville to Colonel Arthur E. 
Slater who was working among the out- 
castes in India. Here is the thrilling 
story of how these chickens got to In- 
dia and what it meant to the outcastes. 
“Betsy the Spinster and John the Bache- 
lor” is a true love story of pre-revolu- 
tionary days with the scene laid in 
Williamsburg, Virginia. This is a de- 
lightful story, with an unexpected turn, 
in which the Scriptures were used in 





a unique way in the winning of lovely 
Betsy Hansford. “Back Home to Mother” 
tells how Henry W. Grady, the famous 
editor of the Atlanta Constitution, just 
before he made a great speech spent two 
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weeks in his old home with his mother, 
repeating his childhood prayers and lis- 
tening to her read the Bible stories as 
she used to do. 

The four booklets may be had in a 
special envelope for 15 cents, from Wil- 
liam H. Ridgway, Coatesville, Pa. Singly, 
they may be had for five cents a copy; 
or as low as two cents a copy in quan- 
tities. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 22. Christmas Then and Now. Luke 
2:1-19. 





Sunday, December 15 


Ill. The Lord’s Prayer: A Bible Gem 
(Matt. 6:9-15) 





Mon.—“Our Father” (Rom. 8:14-17). 

Tues.—““‘Thy kingdom come” (Matt. 13:36- 
43). 

Wed.—“Give us this day”’ (Phil. 4:19). 

Thurs.—‘Forgive us’ (1 John 2:1, 2). 

Fri.—‘“‘Thine is the kingdom” (1 Cor. 15: 
24-26). 

Sat.—A parallel of the Lord’s Prayer 
(Luke 11:1-10). 











HOMAS A KEMPIS once said, “It is 

a great art to commune with God,” 
to which someone has: well added, “You 
cannot pick up an instrument like a vio- 
lin now and then and expect to be a 
great player; neither can you pray now 
and then and be a great pray-er.” 

4 


Since many of us have studied in our 
Sunday school lesson for this week the 
details of the Lord’s Prayer, let us think 
in our Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
of some of the great lessons to be learned 
from this model prayer which the Lord 
Jesus gave his disciples. 


4 
The Lord’s Prayer should teach us 
confidence in prayer. It tells us to ad- 
dress God as “Father.” It thus points 
to his love and his willingness to help 
us, even before we ask (Rom. 8:15). 
4 
The Lord’s Prayer should teach us 
yieldedness. We are to come to God, 
not insisting upon our own way and 
our own will, but asking that his will 
may be done and this, as John reminds 
(1 John 5:14, 15), assures us that we will 
have the request answered. 
+4 
The Lord’s Prayer teaches us unself- 
ishness. Notice the use of the plural 
pronoun “us” and “our” and not “me” 
and “my.” Thus it reminds us to pray 
not merely for ourselves but for all be- 
lievers. 
v4 
The Lord’s Prayer teaches us forgive- 














Lesson for December 15 


ness. Without, in the slightest, detract- 
ing from the great truth that God’s for- 
giveness for sin is upon the ground of 
the finished work of. the Lord Jesus 
Christ on Calvary, nevertheless this 
prayer clearly shows that, in so far as 
the daily walk of believers is concerned, 
God’s forgiveness is conditional upon 
our forgiveness of our fellow men for 
wrongs done to us. Someone has well 
said, “You cannot wrestle with God, and 
wrangle with your neighbor.” 


bd 


The Lord’s Prayer teaches spirituality 
in asking. . Of its seven requests only 
one is for any earthly provision, — daily 
bread; and this is asked for on the basis 
of daily need, not security for the future 
or luxury for the present. Here is ex- 
emplified the teaching of the Lord Jesus 
on another occasion when he said, “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). 


ye 
The Lord’s Prayer teaches brevity 


and directness in praying. There are 
no long and involved phrases and no 
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vain repetitions. While there may be 
occasions when considerable time should 
be spent in prayer, in the main we 
honor God by directness. in asking and 
avoiding useless stock phrases. “Strength 
is better than length in prayer.” The 
tragedy is that some have sought to 
make of this model prayer given by the 
Lord Jesus a sort of fetish, the virtue 
of which is enhanced by the number of 
times it is repeated over and over again. 
bd 


But the value of the Lord’s prayer 
will be lost upon us also, if we merely 
repeat it unthinkingly as sort of sub- 
stitute for the exercise of the spirit 
which God intends should come from all 
prayer. Prayer is communion with God, 
—the dearest and best friend we can 
ever have, and at the same time the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. Let 
us use this prayer which the Lord Jesus 
gave us, therefore, not so much as a 
formula of words for our lips, as a set 
of principles to guide our hearts as we 
come to him, whose delight is to answer 
before we call (Isa. 65:24). 


PHILADELPHIA. 








With the 








New Books 














The Story of Alaska. By Clara Lam- 
bert. Pictures by C. H. DeWitt. (Harper 
and Bros., New York City, $1.) Alaska, 
land of grandeur and beauty, is becom- 
ing more widely known to the rest of 
the citizens of the United States in 
recent years since tours to that land 
are increasingly popular. The story of 
its people, its history, its marvelous 
scenery, its animals, arts, and indus- 
tries is here briefly and vividly given 
in short chapters, supplemented with 
many illustrations, including twenty 
full-page lithographs in color. A use- 
ful map of the whole region occupies 
the inside cover pages. The book has 
almost fifty pages, and is ten by eleven 
inches in size. 


Head, Heart and Hand. Edited by Hy. 
Pickering. (Pickering and Inglis, Ltd., 
Glasgow, Scotland; Loizeaux Bros., 19 
W. 21st St., New York City, 80 cents.) 
One who has been known for years for 
his effective and spiritual handbooks for 
Christian workers adds another to his 
long list. His bright, original object les- 
sons will be found fresh and appealing. 
The author rightly states that the use of 
eye-gate has been a blessed means for 
reaching the young, and he keeps before 
the teacher the high aim of the Apostle 
Paul, “By all means save some.” Many 
of his objects are simple and easily pro- 
cured; but the main strength of the book 
is its clear, spiritual emphasis, combined 
with great attractiveness. These are 
really brief sermons to children. A well 


classified index makes quickly avail- 
able these exceptionally fine talks. 


Christmas Treasures. By J. Harold 
Gwynne. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Most 
ministers treat their congregations to 
but one Christmas sermon a year, but 
Pastor Gwynne makes it his practice 
to give the whole month of December 
to Christmas “feeding” at the Lord’s 
table. And these occasions are feasts, as 
both this and the former volume, “The 
Gospel of Christmas,” will testify. For 
though it has been said that the aver- 
age minister can construct only one good 
Christmas sermon in a lifetime, Mr. 
Gwynne dares to hope ‘that all thirty 
of his — fifteen here and a like number 
in the preceding volume — will not only 
open the reader’s ear to the Voice of 
peace and good will, but will bring 
honor and glory to the Christ-Child and 
God-Man for whom the great Day is 
named. 

A further use for these messages may 
be found in the adaptation of any or 
all of them to the beautiful White Gifts 
Service programs. For this purpose the 
chapter on “Christmas Treasures” pre- 
sents some good material in its descrip- 
tion of our Christmas hymns, poetry, 
stories, art, and music,—a heritage the 
worth of which can hardly be over- 
estimated. Other titles, such as “He 
Dwelt Among Us,” “The Pondering 
Heart,” and “The Son of the Most High” 
show that the book is not something 
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for holiday time only, but one that will 
touch tender chords in the heart any 
day throughout the year. 


The Church at Work. By Clarence H. 
Benson. (Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, Chicago, $1.25.) God requires 
that “all things be done decently and 
in order.” The writer of this exceed- 
ingly practical volume shows how the 
Church is woefully lacking in common 
business sense. He of course insists 
that there must be contact first of all 
with the power of the Holy Spirit. He 
shows that the organization of the 
church should follow Scriptural lines. 
Having said this, he gives plans for or- 
ganizing, for worship, for teaching, for 
training, for service, for soul-winning, 


Young Christian Physician practice assist- 


antship to older Christian doctor. Has had a general 
rotating interneship and will completea general residency 
in June 1941. For details write Christian Physician, 
care of The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., . Pa. 


“LOVE—THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT” 
By Carlan S. Messler 


50 pages of Poetry and Prose; Scriptural, Devo- 
tional. cents; stamps accepted. 


MATTHIAS W. MESSLER, 4349 43rd St., Merchantville, N.J. 





desires general 





















“By far the finest Christian anthology we 
have ever seen.” —CHRISTIAN HERALD 


Christ and the 
Fine Arts 


By CYNTHIA P. MAUS 
90 art reproductions, with interpreta- 
tions, 117 hymns and hymn stories, 
240 poems, 70 stories. 
An inexhaustible source of worship material! 
HARPER ” ° ° $3.95 


Old Fashioned Revival 
Nationwide 
Gospel Broadcast 
Mutual Network and Independ- 
ent Stations. Consult religious 


page of local newspapers for sta- 
tions and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 












































Last Sunday Jimmy West was 
a real trial in our class. He 
didn’t seem to know a thing 
about the lesson. It was like 
wading through sand to get any- 
thing across to him. If he had 
read Christian Youth he would 
have been far better posted, in- 
stead of being just a post. Chris- 
tian Youth, the teen-age lesson 
help, would help anyone in your 
teen-age class. Please send for 
some free sample copies. Ad- 
dress Christian Youth, 325 North 
13th Street, Philadelphia. 
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for finance. The suggestions of the 
. author are not just theories. He speaks 
from practical experience. He has come 
from a long line of Christian workers, 
has had five pastorates, and is head of 
the Department of Church Supervision 
at the Mocdy Bible Institute. Many 
careless Christian workers will be made 
ashamed as they read this volume. They 
should be. 


The Glory of the Manger. By Samuel 
Marinus Zwemer, D.D. (American Tract 
Society, New York City, $1.50.) Dr. 
Zwemer has written the first prize vol- 
ume of the American Tract Society book 
list for this year. The work is highly 
literary, written in a brilliant poetic 
‘style, abounding in quotations from and 
references to the art and poetry that 
have centered about the birth of Christ 
through all the Christian generations. 

The orthodox view of the birth of 
Christ is the author’s background and 
underlying assumption. This book is 
not like the great scholarly productions 
of James Orr and James Gresham 
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The Sunday School Times 
As a Christmas Gift 


Aren’t there several of your 
friends to whom the TImMeEs 
would mean much every week? 
Some of your teacher friends, or 
officers in the school, or those 
¥ far-away missionary friends who 
are so glad to have this “home- 
land” magazine. 

The regular rate is $2.25 a year. 
In clubs of 5 or more the rate is 
$1.75 for each subscription. For 
foreign subscriptions add 50c for 
postage; for Canadian subscrip- 
tions add 25c for postage. 

Your order sent now will be 
held for Christmas delivery, to 
begin with the issue indicated by 

: you on the coupon below. Just 
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¥ and addresses 
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Machen, but it presupposes such works. 
Machen and Orr, and other scholarly 
defenders of the faith, are quoted by the 
author in several instances with the 
assumption that their historical defense 
of the fact of the virgin birth is to be 
depended upon. 

The author’s own work in this volume 
in defending the historicity of the virgin 
birth is meager and somewhat inac- 
curate. For ‘instance, the Modernistic 
scholars referred to on page 43 do not 
generally hold to the genuineness of the 
long reference in Josephus (Antiquities 
38.3.3.), but they usually admit only the 
shorter references in Josephus (Antiqui- 
ties 20.9.1.). Probably a much stronger 


case for secular contemporaneous his-. 


torical references to Jesus could be given 
in an equal number of pages. However, 
critical argument is not the purpose of 
the author. 

The statement, “There are others who 
deny the virgin birth but hold firmly 


to the other evangelical doctrines,” is : 


very questionable; but emphasis should 
be given most heartily to the words: 
“But we snould write Ichabod —the 
glory has departed—over the manger 
if these early. records of the birth, the 
shepherds, the star, and the song of the 
angels were myths.” 

The entire book is a beautiful poetical 
expression of faith in our incarnate God 
and Saviour. 


Christmas Time. Designed and edited 
by Clyde H. Dennis. (Good News Pub- 
lishing Co., 322 W. Washington St., Chi- 
cago, 75 cents.) Sometimes it seems that 
all the world celebrates Christmas, yet, 
for the most part, the true meaning of 
the season is obscured or missed alto- 
gether. There are many books today 
purporting to be “Christmas” books that 
do not even touch the edge of Christ- 
mas. However, in this 24-page booklet 
every article and poem bears testimony 
to our Lord, from the opening “Christ- 
mas Gospel” to the closing “No Room.” 
The pictures are beautiful wintry Christ- 
mas scenes in forest and city, valley and 
hillside, and the illustrations tell the 
Christmas story. There ‘are six articles, 
one story, five poems, nine full-page 
pictures, and several other illustrations. 
The pages are seven and three-quar- 
ters inches by ten and a half inches. It 
is a lovely gift book for friends, and also 
appropriate to place in a doctor’s or a 
dentist’s office. Because it has a maga- 
zine-like appearance it would be picked 
up and read by waiting patients, and 
thus a real Gospel testimony would be 
given. 


The Fire Bird. By Gleb Botkin. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York City, $2.50.) 
Of all the nations involved either di- 
rectly or indirectly in the present world 
turmoil, Russia is looked upon as the 
greatest enigma. Statesmen of Europe 


and the Far East, as well as in the 
Americas are wondering, in every fresh 
situation that arises, “What about Rus- 
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sia?” Mr. Botkin, whose father was 
court physician and intimate adviser to 
the last of the Czars of Russia, and who 
was raised in the Russian court in in- 
timate association with the royal family, 
is credited with being one of the best 
informed Russians now living in the 
United States. He does not attempt to 
answer the question, “What about Rus- 
sia?” But he does seek to bring about 
a better understanding of the Russian 
people,—of their hopes and fears, of 
their weaknesses and _ strength, — by 
tracing their history from the sixth cen- 
tury on to the present day.. 

The fire bird in Russian folklore was 
a beautiful creature of glowing pinks 
and reds and golds, resembling the pea- 
cock, but infinitely more beautiful. It 
had the face of a woman of ravishing 
beauty, and wore a golden crown on its 
head, and it was a symbol of happiness 
to the Russian peasant. However, where 
other nations have sought to achieve 
or create happiness, Russians think 
mostly of finding it, and thus their ef- 
forts, in Mr. Botkin’s opinion, are to be 
likened to the ancient quest for the 
mythological fire bird. 

As a history of Russia, Mr. Botkin’s 
“The Fire Bird” brings together many 
amazing incidents and much informa- 
tion not generally known. He tells all 
this in a charming manner that clothes 
the dry bones of historic fact with ani- 
mation and interest. However, in re- 
viewing the influence of the Greek 
Church upon the Russian people, Mr. 
Botkin does not always discern between 
the doctrines and practices of that 
church and Christianity as shown in the 
plain, simple teachings of God’s Word. 
Likewise, in his appraisal of the Soviet 
régime,— which, by the way, he cor- 
rectly characterizes as a rule of gang- 
sters and one which must ultimately fall, 
he sees the economic and social. evils 
of Soviet rule rather than the spiritual 
cancer symptomatized by its awful blas- 
phemy and anti-God campaign. On the 
whole, however, “The Fire Bird” makes 
for absorbing reading, apd will open 
the eyes of many to the background that, 
humanly speaking, has made possible 
the situation in Russia today. 


God On the Bowery. By Charles J. 
St. John. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 
Fifth Ave., New York City, $1.50.) What 
the Jerry McAuley Mission has been to 
Water Street, the Christian Herald Mis- 
sion has been to the Bowery, that “most 
disreputable and draggle-tailed ten 
blocks in the civilized world,” as Charlie 
St. John called it in 1933, when he be- 
came its present superintendent. En- 
dowed with a prize-fighter physique, a 
keen sense of humor, a down-and-out 
past that grants him complete under- 
standing of the Bowery loafer, an un- 
quenchable childhood call to preach, 
and above all, the heritage of a mother 
who never stopped praying, St. John 
seems indeed the éne person to man 
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this lighthouse. And no small task is 
it, since its backwash.of human misery 
reaches a high tide of 25,000 men. To 
these the mission gives in one year over 
160,000 meals, 70,000 beds, and 12,000 
pieces of clothing—dall free; it also 
sends back home an average of one man 
a day, and finds jobs for 16,000 annually. 
It reforms and reforms again, always 
endeavoring to lift the trembling, de- 
feated hands up through the fog of sin 
to touch the Miracle-Worker. When that 
happens, it is more than reformation, it 
is transformation. 

The radio has joined with The Chris- 
tian Herald in advertising the mission’s 
needs, and everything relating to the 
“soup-soap-and-salvation” program is 
quickly and lovingly given, even silver 
wire to mend a broken jaw, or cemetery 
plots to keep the pitiful dead from Pot- 
ter’s Field. Mr. St. John’s style of writ- 
ing is that of a virile, up-to-the-minute 
modern, and the chronicle is one bound 
to hold absorbing interest for old and 
young. 


Galilean Fishermen. By S. A. Witmer, 
M.A. (Light and Hope Publications, 
Berne, Ind., $1.) God’s first New Testa- 
ment ministers trumpeted forth the 
Good News with a mighty success. Why 
then are tongue and pen today so feeble 
in l:ke service? Why are there not more 
true conversions? Dean Witmer’s fine 
text not only answers these questions 
plainly, but what is more to the point, 
it provides the methods for correcting 
the failures expressed therein. 

After brief homilies on prayer, the 
value of lost souls, and the divine proc- 
ess ordained for their salvation, the 
author goes on to describe the bait which 
God’s fishermen are to use, the neces- 
sity for skill, the perils to be avoided, 
and the places most likely to prove good 
fishing grounds. Spiritual diagnosis is 
analyzed and the seven steps in conver- 
sion are set forth. A number of chap- 
ters are also devoted to problems, ob- 
jections, and false hopes, while the last 
fifty pages contain a fine presentation of 
today’s major cults, their deadly poison, 
and the antidotes needed. 

Each of the twenty-two chapters 
closes with practical questions and pro- 
jects, making this clear and concise 
treatise well adapted for classroom use. 
The soul-winner will find this a valu- 
able addition to his library. 


Polly Kent Rides West. By Robert Mc- 
Culloch. (John C. Winston Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2.) “Nine, ten, eleven — Close 
up, Number eleven—Keep moving! — 
Twelve, thirteen —” The wagon master 
rolled off the numbers as one outfit 
after another took its place in the great 
Rock Island train headed west. Or- 
phaned Polly Kent had come thus far 
alone, with ponies and a light wagon, 
intending, of course, to join up with the 
train. But, no, sir! the captain would 
have no women hampering its move- 
ments! Scouting around. then, Polly 
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hunted up two more “left-outs,” wife State, is the warning repeatedly sounded 
and daughter of Colin Brush, and the’ that today as never before every true 


three of them banded together. lover of this freedom must keep alert 
Because Polly’s father had been across’ to protect it from infringement. 
four times with Captain Bonneville, she “Stand Fast for Freedom” is easy 


knew the West and had come far bet- reading.” It is thrilling reading. It is 
ter outfitted than these would-be pio- virtually a textbook for democracy. Its 
neers. Hence there were opportunities contents, therefore, may profitably be 
by the dozen for helping the Rock known and read of all men jealous of 
Island train, and instead of remaining their position in a democracy. 
aloof and angry, Polly proves a min- 
istering angel indeed through the days en = Church. A Textbook 
that follow. And hard days they are, ®94 @ Manual for ——— Organiza- 
filled with Indian thefts, rival jealousies, 0S. By Louise Miller Novotny. 
desperate sicknesses, and the inexorable, (Standard Publishing a Cincinnati, 
inching fatigue. But the gold fever con- Ohio, 60 cents.) The whole range of op- 
tinues to stir men’s souls, until they portunity for women in church service 
reach the great desert, and then it is ‘ treated here, first as a group of 
death—and more death! But Polly studies of some half dozen women in 
wins through to the end of the long trail the Early (Church. A careful analysis 
and finds there the love and happiness of the Scriptures about each character, 
she deserves together with the legitimate use of im- 
: agination, makes most attractive and 
Uncles who wore forty ninere ang hig PFofitable Bible studies of the life of 


father himself served under Bonneville. — os we the 
Family tales of those days, coupled with mother of John Mark, Eunice, and 
the material found in an unpublished Phoebe. These are followed by fresh 
diary, have given form and accuracy to and illuminating chapters on “Women 


: le’ in of the wien _ as Callers” and “Women as Teachers.” 
this young People’s epic of the pioneers A Christian woman could scarcely read 


Stand Fast for Freedom. By Lowell the book without having her eyes opened 
Thomas and Berton Braley. (John C. to a great field of usefulness never 
Winston Co., Philadelphia, $2.) It»is dreamed of. There are chapters full 
several years ago since the now boom-_ of sound, practical helpfulness on the 
ing campaign in defense of democracy Women’s Bible Class, the Ladies Aid 
as opposed to totalitarianism first began Society, the Missionary Society, the 
to take shape in the United States. But work of the Deaconess, and the Women’s 
it gained momentum rapidly. First Council. Each chapter is followed by 
came a dribble of magazine articles. a group of questions for discussion. In- 
Then pamphlets and radio programs. cluded are a model Constitution and By- 
Now the campaign has reached the book 
stage. a eal 

Lowell Thomas, the well-known radio ee 
commentator, and Mr. Braley have pro- a im The <% 
duced a tremendously absorbing book Kel Jom fb 


—lucid to the point where it should 2 sivhe Tia "4 
prove thrilling to the grammar school Va DOQNENE 2 





student, poignantly vital to persons in 
all walks of life who love liberty. The 
thesis of the book, simply stated, is this: 
Freedom (what we call democracy) is 
not gained over night. Rather it is the 
result of a long and difficult struggle. 
But even when attained, freedom is not 
assured indefinitely; it must be fought 
for continually. In their own words the 
writers explain: “This is the story of- 
our Liberties and Rights—what they 
are; how we got them; how we may 


keep them.” And having thus com- apart a. F 
P : Do the Bible and Christian Science Agree 

mitted themselves they set about the job _itieintiht «+ > 

in a workmanlike manner — employing Bible Lessons for Sunday School Study + 


freely the illustrative anecdote. They Eiiterals 2 2 © © «© © 
begin by telling the thrilling story of 
Stephen Langton and the Magna Carta, 
and close with the case histories taken 
: : : A restless world nervously awaits epoch making news 

from the current history of totalitarian- from warring nations ! The fatuse--a9en is a ayetery 
ism. to many, but God’s infallible Word is a true omen coni- 
P ‘ geraing he future. Our monthly magazine, ‘‘The Biblica| 

Of particular interest to readers of Digest” is devoted ourey to the spreading and popu. 


larizing of the Holy Wo: f Truth. Edited by D. 
THE Sunpay Scoot Times is the fact Richard WwW. Lewis’ D.D. Now in its fifth year © pub. 


that religious freedom is here recognized lication. Regularfsubscription price: $1.00 for 12 months, 
as fundamental to true democracy. And Special gift subscription poten, Soe 0 Satted tne 


of real import to consecrated Christians, ere ee aed tae 
conscious of their duty as citizens to the Herrisburg, Pa. © 
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Laws, an Installation Service, and other 
program helps for women’s organiza- 
tions. All of these are kept on a high 
spiritual level. Women will find in- 
spiration and keen enjoyment ifi follow- 
ing this well-arranged textbook, and 
happy the pastor of a church whose 
women adopt it as one of their study 
courses. 


That Lawsuit Against the Bible. By 
Harry Rimmer, Sc.D., D.D. (Wm. B. 
Eerdman’s Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 50 cents.) Readers of THe SunDAay 
Scnoot Trmes are familiar with some 
of the material of this book, having en- 
joyed Dr. Rimmer’s recent series in 
this paper. They will be glad to know 
- that these articles have now been ex- 
panded by the inclusion of additional 
material, and that the record of this 
interesting case is available in book 
form. 

The suit against Dr. Rimmer rep- 
resented an attempt to prove scientific 
mistakes in the Bible, with the hope 
of receiving the $1,000 offered by the 
Science Research Bureau for such proof. 
This attack on the Word of God of 
course failed, and became another .ex- 
hibit of the ignorance and willful mis- 
representations of the enemies of Scrip- 
ture. Bringing up old objections to the 
Scriptures, long since adequately faced 
and answered, and displaying clearly 
the utterly unscientific nature of the 
opposition to the Word of God, the de- 
fendant and his counsel unwittingly did 
a real service to true Christianity by 
showing how foolish and fruitless are 
man’s attempts to attack the impreg- 
nable rock of Holy Scripture. This 
account of the trial should warm the 
hearts of many Christians, and fortify 
the faith of young people who are the 
targets of unbelievers’ attacks. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School n Committee. 


December 9 to 15 


Mon.—Luke 11:1-10. The Prayer of Persistence. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Forgive us our 
sins.” Prayer influences conscience and 
conduct. Behavior improves with near- 
ness to God, and conscience becomes 
more lively and tender at the place of 
prayer. “When thou bringest thy gift 
to the altar, and rememberest there 
....” The place of prayer is the place 
of worship, praise, and penitence. Pray 
for Famine Orphanage and Evangelistic 
Bands, Chihkiang, China. 


Tues.—1 Timothy 2:1-8. Exhortation to Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Pray every 
where.” Pray about everything, and 
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pray in every place. It is more than 
a condition of blessing; it is the law 
of spiritual life and service. Our labors 
are effective only as they are prayerful. 
Unless we commit our works unto the 
Lord, our thoughts cannot be established. 
Talk to God always about everything 
and about all men, especially the people 
of God. Pray for Ohio Messianic Testi- 
mony, 655 Forrest Ave., Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 


Wed.—Luke 18:1-8. Power in Persistence. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “Cry day and 
night unto him.” Habitual prayer, more 
than emergency cries for divine help, 
has the interest of our great Redeemer. 


The one who lives a life of prayer lives . 


in the state of heavenly blessing. 
Through faith and patience they inherit 
the promises (Heb. 6:12). “Continue 
in prayer.” Wait daily at the golden 
gate of prayer. Pray for Friends of Is- 
rael Relief Committee, 710 S. Wither- 
spoon Bldg., Philadelphia. 


Thurs.—John 17:9-20. Intercessory Prayer. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I pray for them.” 
Christ prayed, in intercessory prayer, 
for every believer. “He ever liveth to 
make intercession” for all that are His. 
He seeks their tellowship in prayer for 
all men, especially for those who are 
“of the household of faith.” Can you 
say, “I pray for them”? Pray for Seattle 
Pacific College, Seattle, Wash. 


Fri.—Matt. 15:21-28. Faith in Prayer. 

PRAYER SvuccesTIons: “Great is thy 
faith.” Faith is great when God is 
trusted wholly. He is the object of 
faith, as well as its Author. This 
heavenly grace may be increased by 
prayer and appropriation. When we are 
full of hope in God, we are full of faith. 
Fullness of faith is manifested in con- 
fession of God’s faithfulness, and of his 
unfailing aid. Pray for Central Ameri- 
can Mission, 3611 Congress Ave, Dallas, 
Tex. 


~ Sat.—Luke 18:9-14. Humility in Prayer. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “God be merciful 
to me a sinner.” A humble attitude be- 
fits all approaches to the Most High God. 
The publican thought of his sin and un- 
worthiness. With downcast eyes, he 
prayed greatly with but seven words. 
The things that were in the mind of 
the publican at prayer should be in 
ours as we call upon God. Our need 
of mercy intimates our need for humil- 
ity. 
Fleet St., London. 

Sun.—Psalm 130:1-8. Our Hope Is in God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Hope is as an an- 
chor in Heaven. Its use is incalculable as 
a stay and support of the soul awaiting 
promised good. It is a light in darkness, 
and a holding anchor in troubled periods 
of life. We find in tribulation, patience, 
experience, and hope. Hope thou in God 
and hold to His promises, no matter 
what may be thy care, Pray for mis- 
sionaries in Nigeria (Africa). 


Pray for Sudan United Mission, 32 


(Lesson for Dec. 15) Nov. 30, 1940 


The Sunday School Gines 


President:and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 

Associate Editors: Pum.ie E. Howarp, Jr., 
JoHN W. LANE, JR. 
Correspondence and Review Editor: 
Laura Z, LEFEVRE 
Manager Subscription 
D. T. RicHMAN. 
Circulation and Advertising Manager: 
H. TrumBuLL Howarp 


Department: 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 


$2.25—-One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO CANADIAN READERS 


The official exchange rate between Canada 
and the United States having been fixed at 
11 per cent, THe Sunpay ScHoot Times sug- 
gests to its valued Canadian subscribers 
that they forward money for subscriptions 
by Canadian Post Office Money Order in 
order to avoid the additional charge (in 
addition to the 11 per cent) frequently made 
on remittances by check sent to the Tres. 


At the beginning of this exchange situa- 
tion the Trmes notified its Canadian Club 
Secretaries to collect the usual club sub- 
scription ($2) and remit as they usually do, 
with the understanding that the Tres 
would enter that group of subscriptions for 
the number of weeks the amount thus re- 
ceived on their remittance would pay for. 
This plan avoided the necessity of collect- 
ing differing amounts from the members of 
their clubs. 


Shortening the subscription period by five 
weeks seems to be satisfactory“co the Can- 
adian friends, as five weeks covers the 11 
per cent exchange. 


Whenever the exchange rate goes above 
the 11 per cent official rate, as it frequently 
does, the Times bears the additional ex- 
change cost. 
per cent.) 


Sending remittance by. Canadian Post Of- 
fice Money Orders avoids the additional 
exchange cost, and is therefore the best plan 
to follow. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, in the 
United States and Possessions. These 
rates include postage. 

$1.00—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, $1.00 each, per year. 

68 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 68 cents 
each, per year. 


(It has been as high as 20 


The Sunday School Times Company 
$25 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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